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Melbourne Hamfest Correct Date 


Since 1957 


Amateur Rad 


Hollywood ARC 


The Hollywood Amateur Radio 
Club has changed its meeting place. 
Commencing in July of this year the club 
now meets on the third Monday of 
each month at 8 pm at the Professional 
Building of the Pembroke Pines Humana 
Memorial Hospital at 2261 University 
Drive, Pembroke Pines 

Visitors and guests are invited to 
attend. 


MARIE SNOW, WA4KXQ 
Publicity Chairman. 
Hurricane tracking 


This from Linda Mullen, AD4BL. 
If you have access to Internet, here is 
an address where you can download a 
really good hurricane tracking program. 
Tracking The Eye, true windows, avail- 


able in 3.1 or 95. Also available are the - 


data files for 94-96 
http://www.cyberspy.com~gencode 


It is complete with sound effects 
if you have a sound board. You can 


also enter new storms and update them. 


Florida Online 


Customers: 


Florida Online has moved. Please 
make a note of the new address. 


Florida Online 
1129S. US1 
Rockledge, FL 32955 
Tel 407-635-8888 
800-676-2599 
Fax 407-635-9050 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY 


IMPAIRED 
SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind or 
visually impaired. These tapes are 


available if requested and postage 
is paid both ways. If you are inter- 
ested in this valuable service, con- 
tact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 


FREE Radio Club Book Of- 
fered 


If you have been looking for a 
club that involves one of the radio hob- 
bies, then the new “RADIO HOBBY 
CLUBS POCKET GUIDE” has what you 


‘need. It is hot off the press - and its 


free! 


It was originally scheduled for 
release in October but the demand for 
this updated guide was so great that it 
has been made available two months 
early! 

The West Central Florida Pocket 
Edition lists over 50 clubs that include 
scanner clubs, CB radio clubs, ham ra- 
dio clubs, and even lists a radio-re- 
lated computer bulletin board. 

Radio hobbyists will find club 
addresses, contact phone numbers, 
meeting places, times, and radio fre- 
quencies for the West Central Florida 
area. 

Anyone with an interest in radio 
can receive this free book by sending 
their name, address, and two first class 
stamps to: RADIO CLUB GUIDE, PO 
BOX 103, Largo FL 33779-0103. 

Note- This offer is made by the 
Florida Gulf Coast Amateur Radio 
Council - a not-for-profit educational 
corporation. 


FEST FLASH 


The Egypt Shrine Temple Ama- 
teur Radio Association, a newly char- 
tered unit, will have its first tailgate/ 
swap meet October 12, 1996, 7:30AM - 
4PM. The cost is $2.00 per set up. All 
proceeds are for benefit of Egypt 
Temple Amateur Radio. 

The show will be held at the 
Egypt Shrine Temple, 4050 Dana Shore 
Drive, Tampa Florida. For more infor- 
mation contact: 

Joe Fara 

10408 Butia PI. 

Tampa, FL 33618 

Ph: 813-933-2322 

or 
Joe Souhrada at 813-948-2630 


Thanks Charlie! 


Skip Magazine thanks Charlie 
Humber, WA4EYU of Jacksonville, FL 
for keeping the magazine informed of 
Silent Keys in North Florida. Charlie 
performs a much appreciated service for 
the magazine and his fellow amateur 
radio operators. ger// 


Ft. Myers ARC on Internet 


The Fort Myers (Florida) Ama- 
teur Radio Club is proud to announce 
the creation of their home page on the 
internet’s World Wide Web. 

Located on the Naples Free-Net 
server, the FMARC site will contain an 
online edition of the Club’s monthly 
newsletter, “The Modulator”, links to _ 
other amateur radio clubs and amateur 
radio related websites, and e-mail and 
home page links to local ‘hams’. 


A typical issue of the Modulator 
not only contains news of interest to 
local amateur radio operators, but also 
technical tips, law and regulation, clas- 
sified ads, amateur radio operating ad- 
vice, and more. 

Unlike most websites that are cre- 
ated to showcase a product or busi- 
ness, or provide a “billboard” for 
netizens, the FMARC website was prin- 
cipally created to offer a way for the 
sizeable number of seasonal club mem- 
bers to keep in touch online, reducing . 
the paper and postage necessary to: 
mail the Modulator across country. 


It also is part of onging public 
relations to the community at large, 
both locally and internationally. 


Amateur radio has been at the 
forefront of many of the communica- 
tions developments since the very first 
experimantal signals were sent. 


And, it has been noted that the 
internet’s World Wide Web and ama- 
teur radio share many technical and 
philosophical parallels. 


Both encourage experimentation, 
innovation, and creativity. -Both bring 
advanced technology to hands-on en- 
vironments. -Both provide a conduit for 
learning and education. -Both enable a 
single individual to be heard, or seen, 
on an global scale. -And, perhaps the 
most obvious parallel of all, both are 
quite fun! . 

The internet “public” is invited 
to visit. ; : 

The FMARC home page is opti- 
mized for Netscape 1.2 and above, and 
can be found at: ; 

http://www.naples.net/~nfn04694/ 
fmarc.html 
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New FCC RF safety standards 
effective January 1, 1997, could affect 
the way some hams operate, perhaps 


especially those using vehicle-mounted 


antennas. As a result of a Report and 
Order adopted by the FCC on August 
1 (ET Docket No. 93-62, Guidelines for 
Evaluating the Environmental Effects 
of Radiofrequency Radiation), Part 97 
will require hams running more than 50 
W PEP to conduct routine RF radiation 
evaluations to determine if RF fields are 
sufficient to cause human exposure to 
RF radiation levels in excess of those 
specified. ‘’Measurements made dur- 
ing a Commission/EPA study of sev- 
eral typical amateur stations in 1990 in- 
dicated that there may be some situa- 
tions where excessive exposures could 
occur,’ the FCC said in ending the blan- 
ket exemption for Amateur Radio. Ama- 
teur operation at power levels of 50 W 
PEP or less is ‘’categorically excluded’’ 
from the exposure requirement in most 
cases. Where routine evaluation indi- 
cates that the RF radiation could be in 
excess of the limits, ‘’the licensee must 
take action to prevent such an occur- 
rence,’’ the Report and Order stated. 


The FCC said this could mean altering 
operating patterns, relocating the an- 
tenna, revising the station’s technical 
parameters—such as frequency, power 
or emission type—or ‘’combinations of 
these and other remedies.”’ 


**Exactly what is involved in con- 
ducting a ‘routine RF radiation evalua- 
tion’ is not yet clear,’’ observed ARRL 
Executive Secretary David Sumner, 
K1ZZ, adding that the FCC has prom- 
ised to release a revised OST/OET Bul- 
letin Number 65, ‘’ Evaluation Compli- 
ance with FCC-Specified Guidelines for 
Human Exposure to Radiofrequency 
Radiation.’’ The League is now study- 
ing the 100-plus page docket, to see if 
the League should seek reconsidera- 
tion of any aspects of the FCC deci- 
sion. Sumner noted that the FCC ex- 
pects it will not be difficult for most 
amateur stations to show that the speci- 
fied limits will be met. 


In the Report and Order, the Com- 
mission adopted Maximum Permissible 
Exposure (MPE) limits for electric and 
magnetic field strength and power den- 
sity for transmitters operating at fre- 
quencies from 300 kHz to 100 GHz. 


NEW AND EASY WAY TO Buy AT MIKE'S 


FCC will impose New RF standards 


These MPE limits are generally based 
on recommendations of the National 
Council on Radiation Protection and 
Measurement (NCRP) and, in many re- 
spects, are also generally based on the 
guidelines issued by the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engineers Inc 
(IEEE) and subsequently adopted by 
the American National Standards Insti- 
tute (ANSI) as an ANSI standard 
(ANSI/IEEE C95.1-1992). The Commis- 
sion used the 1992 ANSI/IEEE stan- 
dards instead of the 1982 ANSI stan- 
dards that had formed the basis for the 
existing rules under which Amateur 
Radio stations were categorically ex- 
empted. _ 

Sumner said that for high-power 
mobile operation and for operation with 
indoor antennas, particularly in apart- 
ment buildings and other situations 
where there is “’uncontrolled exposure’’ 
to neighbors and the general public, 
‘"amateurs may well have to make 
changes in how they operate.’’ He said 
the ARRL Lab staff and the RF Safety 
Committee will be evaluating the new 
requirements. 


Continued on page 25 


ICOM 

IC-T7A DUALBAND HT ............-... three equal monthly payments $118.50* 
IC-T22AHP 2MTIR 4AWHT ............ three equal monthly payments $97.67* 
IC-T22AT2ZMESWHE oe cis et kine alels three equal monthly payments $86.67* 
1C-W3 1AHP DELUXE DUALBAND HT. ..... three equal monthly payments $161.67* . 


iC-2000H 2M MOBILE 50W 


three equal monthly payments $95.67* 


IC-2350 DUALBAND MOBILE 45/35W . . . .three equal monthly payments $177.17* 


IC-707 HF T2Ve.. ..... 


three equal monthly payments $255.17* 


IC-706 HF/6M 100W/2M 10W MOBILE . . .three equal monthly payments $426.67* 
Rea be? .. three equal monthly payments $458.33* 


IC-738 HF BASE FULL FEATURE 


YAESU 


FT-50 DUALBAND HT...... 


see ee ee eee 


three equal monthly payments $12 1.67* 


OTHER MODELS AND PRODUCTS AVAILABLE UNDER SAME PURCHASE PLAN ....CALL. 

*Credit card sales only. DISCOVER, VISA & MASTER CARD. Plus shipping charges If applicable. 
Florida residents add 6% to each monthly payment. Prices subject to change without notice. 
All claims will be handled according to store policy. i 


FREE FRESH BREWED COFFEE ALL DAY 


MIKE"S ELECTRONICS 


1001 NWVV 52 STREET 
FY LAWDERDALE, FL 33309 
(954)491-7110 BROWARD 
(954)491-7011 FAX ' 
BOO)4AZT7-3BOGG ORDER LINE 
E-NMAAIL spivakm@netrunnmer.net 
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From the Editor 


OK - I give up. I haven’t a clue. 
Do you? That’s the answer I usually 
offer to a question that has been di- 
rected to me at least a hundred times; 
How come the classified, or Hambars, 
has dwindled away to less than one 
page? 

That question has haunted me 
since I assumed the reins of the maga- 
zine several years ago. The price of an 
ad has remained unchanged, the num- 
ber of readers has doubled and the over- 
all subject matter has increased. 

Believe me, the classified ads are 
the least desirable of all the material in 
the magazine to deal with. There are 
numerous opportunities for errors in 
keying in model numbers, serial num- 
bers, addresses, and phone numbers. 
Two full pages of classified ad revenue 
wouldn’t make a pimple on the overall 
printing bill. But the important issue is 
that they are immensely popular with 
most of the readers. 


Fearing that the ads were having 


Is Your Shack Grounded? 


Vex Va" : Be 
110 Copper gk 
Ground It Val 

Solid Copper Buss Stainless Steel Hardware 

Grounding Stud Every 6 Inches 

Ground all of your equipment chassis's to a 

single earth ground In one easy installation. 


2#.$16.95 3h. $21.95 44. $26.95 
$5.00 S&H each + $2.00 additional per buss 


Flexible Rope Wire Straps 
w/Term. Ends, All Solid Copper $2.50 per ft. 
S&H free with buss, $3.00 without 


Code 
Practice 
Oscillator 


Very Compact Size 2 '/4” Wx 45/6" Lx 21/4" H 
Weighted Base, Color Black w/Stainiess Key, 
Anti Skid Feet, Variable Tone. 
Adjustable Volumn, 9 Volt Bat. Installed. 
Can elso be used w/straight key of your choice 
30 day money back guarantee + 1 yr warranty 
$24,95 + $5 S&H each + $2 additional per oscil. 
Mall check/money order 


http:/Avyww.cqintemet.com/jms, htm 
To send fax or phone 203-461-8768 
J i} M 8 S t 


35 Hilltop Ave. Dept. F 
Stamford, CT 06907 


J. Martin Systems 


no results, I started checking with some 
of the advertisers (classified) and the 
majority of them had success; if noth- 
ing else, inquires. If their prices were 
not satisfactory, not much I can do. 

I called some other publishers 
and found they were experiencing the 
same thing. I have heard all sorts of 
explanations: new operators are unfa- 
miliar with used equipment, new opera- 
tors don’t know enough to buy used 
equipment, majority of operators now 
are HT operators, used-equipment not 
as easy to use, too many trader’s nets, 
and a twist on the standard cliché - 
ham radio operators are even too cheap 
to pay for an ad to sell their gear at an 
inflated price. I have even heard that 


‘the main reason is, gasp, a declining 


interest in amateur radio. 


I would be interested in hearing 
your opinion and would like to publish 
the opinions. I think it would make for 
some lively reading. Send me your 
thoughts on “the reasons for the de- 
cline in classified advertising” on a 
post card, in a letter, by e-mail to 
gwentz@digital.net or even by carrier 
pigeon Whatever. 

ae 


Many thanks to all who sent mes- 
sages complimenting me on the new 
web site. I tried to answer most of the 
messages so I hope this will cover the 
ones | missed. In case you haven’ t vis- 
ited, the address is: 


http://www.digital.net/skip 


(ow 


Gerry Wentz, KC4EHT Editor 


Contributing Editors 


Larry McDermott, KE4ESV SSB Nets 
2010 N. 3lst. Ct. 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


Ed Roller, K4IA CW Nets 
Box 894, Punta Gorda, FL 33951 


Bill Britton, KB4VOL Data 
8703 S.E. Jardin St 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 


Frank Obenauf, W2IAJ QCWA 
1582 Pennwood Cir. N. 
Clearwater, FL 34616-1713 


Don Browne, KQ4YM_ Knights 
4805 e. Sunflower Cir. 
Labelle, FL 33935-5520 


Ravi Ramnath, 9Y4SRR Caribbean 
Palmyra Village 
San Fernando, Trinidad 


Lorraine S. Matthew, AAA9PR Army 
MARS 
P.O. Box 3325 
Kingman, AZ 86402-3325 


Carl Houston, Jr.,AFF2P, AF Mars 
4911 Helene Road 
Memphis, TN 38117-6735 


Steve lezzi, KT4FY Computers 
3530 Serenity Dr. 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


Gerry Wentz Publisher 


The entire contents of SKIP Magazine 
are copyrighted by Florida Skip, Inc. Items 
and stories in this magazine may be quoted 
in other publications with appropriate credit 
lines and dates. 


The Publisher of this magazine does not 
assume the responsibility of statements 
made by advertisers. All signed and attrib- 
uted articles published in the magazine rep- 
resent the opinions of the writer and/or 
the source and not those of SKIP. 


Images copyright, New Vision Technolo- 
gies Inc. 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS. The 
10th of the month previous to date of pub- 
lication at: 

672 Indian River Drive 
Melbourne FL 32935 


The SKIP is published monthly. One-year 
subscription is $12. Printed in U.S.A. 


POSTMASTER: Please send address 


changes to FLORIDA SKIP, 672 Indian 
River Drive, Melbourne, FL 32935 
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Frank Obenauf, W2IAJ 
Eli Nannis, K4JMH - Silent Key 


Eli Nannis, K4JMH, a Florida 
Skip QCWA columnist for 15 years, 
became a Silent Key on August 14 at 
the age of 82. He was born in Everett, 
MA on March 14, 1914. He moved to 
Florida 25 years ago from Malden, MA. 

Eli was first licensed in 1933 as 
WI1HGK and joined QCWA on No- 
vember 6, 1962. He worked for the Fed- 
eral Aviation Administration as an air 
traffic controller for 35 years. Prior to 
that time, he worked for the National 
Company in the manufacture of premier 
communications receivers. 

A devoted family man, Eli also 
gave generously of his time to his com- 
munity and his hobby, including Civil 
Defense in Malden and Eastern Mass ~ 
and the American Radio Relay League. 
He was co-chairman for many years of 
the New England Division Convention. 

After retiring from the FAA, Eli 
and Bea, his wife of 58 years, moved to 


Let's go 
check out 
the chicken! 


es Peis 


CHICKEN 7... 


The Pelican Chapter #128 of QCWA will again host 
its Annual Catered Fried Chicken Picnic on November 20th, 
in shelter #13 at Lake Seminole Park, St. Petersburg, Florida. 
The time will be from 10:30 until whenever. The cost will 
remain the same as before at $7.50 per person. The menu is 
fried chicken with all the trimmings including dessert and 
drink. There will be prizes and goodies before the picnic. 
All QCWA members and guests are invited to attend. Tick- 
ets and reservations can be obtained from Don Bice, 
W4PCO at 813-347-2707, or the Callbook address. Talk-in 
will be on 145.29 (-600), the QCWA Repeater. 
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Florida. He soon became a member of 
his home owners association. In the 
amateur radio field he was a member 
and long-time Secretary of the 
Clearwater Amateur Radio Society, and 
the Clearwater American Red Cross. He 
was a member and past President of 
Pelican Chapter #128, and member, past 
president and long-time Secretary of 
Gator Chapter #32, 

Eli had the the unique honor to 
have received both the Phil Stern Award 
from the Pelican.Chapter and the Hal 
Bates Award from the. Gator Chapter. 
These Awards are the most prestigious 
a Chapter can give. 

Survivors, besides his wife, in- 
clude two sons, Richard of Tampa and 
Joel of Rockwall, TX. 

Prepared by Bart Bridge, 
W2ZYQ, Don Bice, W4PCO, and Art 
Monsees, W4BK. 


GATOR CHAPTER #32 


The Gator Chapter, #32, held its informal summer meet- 
ing at Stacey’s restaurant on August 3rd, 1996 with 16 in 
attendance. This was our years low attendance due to many 
of the members spending sometime away from Florida heat. 
To this ham operator, this summer has been unusually hot. 
Could just be the years under my belt. 

The normal, for this area, afternoon electrical storms 
have been with us recently, making amateur operations haz- 
ardous to one’s health. 

We were indeed disappointed to learn of our sister 
chapter #123’s candidate for National treasurer, loss by only 
17 votes. Think again if you feel that your vote does not 


Continued next page 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 


Continued from page 5 


We were indeed disappointed to 
learn of our sister chapter #123’s can- 
didate for National treasurer, loss by 
only 17 votes. Think again if you feel 
that your vote does not count. 

Congratulations and best wishes 
to all of our new officers. 


A reminder to any member who 
is sight impaired that the QCWA Jour- 
nal is available on cassette tape free of 
charge. Contact Blanch Randles, 6002 
N. Fremont, Tampa FL 33604. 

Our secretary, Bart Bridge 
W2ZYQ, was away on a business trip 
during the August meeting. In his ab- 
sence this report is submitted by Bill 
Bell >K4AVH., 


NOTICE OF QCWA 


CHAPTER 195 MEETINGS 
The next meeting of Sun City Cen- 
ter Chapter #195 of QCWA will be held 
at Maggie’s Restaurant, formerly 
Stacey’s, on SEPTEMBER 12, 1996 at 
11:30 AM. 


The following meeting will be on 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1996, 
same place and time,. A special feature 
of this meeting will be the presentation 
of QCWA Anniversary Awards to the 
following: Peter L Kurdeka (NIASJ), 
Gordon A Simonsen (WIGJF), Edward J 
Coxey (W2AFD), Charles A Russell 
(K2BJA), Raymond H Black (W2PKM), 
John F Bogusz (W3NHO), 

Aubrey D Engle (KF4GYG) and 
Eugene E Sikes (KS4SD) - 

The Sun City Chapter of the 
QCWA has received Charter number 195, 
dated February 8, 1996. We have 35 Char- 
ter Members. The Charter and related 
papers are in a photo album, and all are 
welcome to see them. 


The proposed BY-LAWS were 
brought up for discussion at the March 
meeting. The BY-LAWS were accepted 
as modified per the discussion with two 
changes. 


Article III, Section E was changed 
to read: 


“The Treasurer shall have custody 
ae the Chapter funds and keep accurate 
books of account, pay bills and regular 
expenses. The Executive Board may au- 
thorize additional expenses.” 

Article V, Section A was changed 
to read: 

“10 members present shall consti- 
tute a quorum”. 

We are sorry to advise you that 
we have one Silent Key, Ray Swenson, 
KS4XM., Ray died of a heart attack on 
May 31, 1996. -Lorraine Witkowski, 
WAIEDR, Secretary 
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Florida CW Nets | 


Gator Net 


Chris N4EKC is off again 
to Colorado Springs visiting his daugh- 
ter. Back about August 12. Troubles 
failed to diminish activity in the Burke 
clan. Waiting until Mae W3CUL leg is 
repaired Al W3VR broke his leg. As 
expected the dots and dashes have 
continued with only minor interrup- 
tions Dan W4DL is back in harness. 
His vacation included Naples where 
after a search of housing Dan found 
one that he could buy the door knobs. 
Sessions with a Dr and experiments with 
heart pills and their result was also in- 
cluded. George K4JI, although you 
wouldn’t notice from his code says a 
little physical deterioration seems to be 
setting in, doesn’t think it has anything 
to do with his being 92. Andy, W4ITYT 
stays busy with his public access TV, 
being the President of the local QCWA 
and handling originated traffic from his 
Senior Citizens group. Charlie WA4EYU 
helped with the Jacksonville HamFest, 
busy jogging running errands and 
showing up at the Jacksonville Jag- 


uars practice. Dan Laxson W4DL 


QFN Report 

Stats qni = 864, gtc = 575, qnd = 
1184. What a pleasure to listen to the 
QFN QNI. Virtually never a double, 
clear legible CW, and mainly those hold- 
ing traffic near the beginning of the net. 
This last procedure is a help to the NCS. 
It allows him to start pairing for QSP 
and gives nonholders the opportunity 
to let the NCS know which listed cities 
(esp. remote or unusual) they can 
handle directly or on later nets. Saves 
the NCS sending, “Need 
Trilacoochee,” as he scrambles to find 
his routing guide. 

There were 34 stations involved 
this month. Some are fairly new. 
WB9JTK Port Char, KD40GV and 


Florida not represented 


on National Board 

Florida QCWA has more chapters 
than another state but is no longer repre- 
sented on the National Board since Wes 
Randles retired from active duty. It was 
hoped that J. Fred Strom would be elected 
to fill his shoes but that was not meant to 
be. After the votes were counted, Mr. 
Strom fell a mere 17 votes short. That left 


, Florida with no representatives. 


W8SZU Ft. Myers and AE4WC in 
Ormond Beach. We are always glad to 
have new ops join us. A hearty thanks 
to the NCS’s and reps who voluntarily 
serve in these challenging positions 
and the last-minute volunteers who pick 
up as alternates or subs. WA4PFK, 
used to say of QFN, “ If you ask for a 
volunteer you have to step fast or 
you ll get run over.” That statement 
typifies the caliber of our members. 
Those serving in the special jobs this 
month are AA4BN-4RN, WC4D- 
FMSN, KE4DNO-QENS, N4DY-NFPN, 
N4EC-RNS, KA4FZI-NCS QFNS, 
WX4H-NCS 4RN RNS D4RN aplink, 
etc., AA4HT-NCS FMSN, W4KIX- 
RNS, AE4KX-NCS 4RN, KD40GY- 
FMSN QENS, K4SCL-NCS 4RN FAST 
SPARC, N4SS-RNS5, N4XS-RNS, 
AB4XK-NCS 4RN RNS, WV5Z-NCS_ 
4RN RNS, KC4ZHF-QENS. Pretty im- 
pressive list! If others of you are inter- 
ested or would like to learn please con- 
tact me or any of the above for info. 
*We are still missing Ed, K4IA, and Bill, 
K4ZK. Reports are that Bill is doing 
well but doesn’t have a 40-80 meter 
antenna up yet. Hope we will hear your 
great fist on QFN soon, Bill. 


Remember that our 40-meter al- 
ternate net frequency is 7051 so look 
for us there if you don’t hear net activ- 
ity on 3651 by 2 or 3 minutes into net 
time. So far propagation on 80 has been 
good to tolerable. Many thanks to ALL 
who support the net from VJX4H and 
K4SCL who wear multiple hats to those _ 
who care enough to QNI at every op- 
portunity - even if not very often. 
When I managed QFN before I’d be 
introduced in traffic forums as mgr. of 
the prestigious QFN. I haven’t heard 
that term lately, but it still applies! 


QFN meets on 3651 KHz daily at 
7PM and 10PM. Join us! 73188 Phil 
KA4FZI NM 


QFNS Report 


July and the changing of the 
guard! QFNS had a great year under 
the direction of Gary, KE4DNO. 
Messages were sent to new hams con- 
gratulating them on their new license 
and inviting them to learn CW traffic 
handling. A package of training mes- 
sages were formulated for the new mem- 
bers of the net. Gary dedicated many 
hours to promoting QFNS. I hope I can 
do half the job that he did. QFNS is a 
SLOW speed CW traffic/training Net. 
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We have an experienced staff of Net 
Control Stations and QFN Reps. We 
are always looking for new checkins to 
the net, particularly new hams that are 
Novice or Tech Plus class. This is an 
excellent place to learn CW traffic han- 
dling and a good place for the experi- 
enced to share their knowledge with the 
newcomer. The net meets in the Novice 
portion of the 80 Mtr, Band on 3.715 
daily at 8 p.m. Join us, with or without 
traffic. 


Statistics for July were: QNI 252 QTC 
40 QND 796 during 31 sessions. 


Bob - KC4ZHF QFNS Msgr. 


db 


our area. 
K4JMH - Eli Nannis, N. Largo 


KIVCV -R.L. Parcell, Quincy 


K4EME - John H. Deal, Naples 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing of the following A 
eur Radio Operators. Please notify SKIP of silent keys i 


W4EEZ - Ralph E. Aaron, Jacksonville 
WB4BMB - Joseph H. Williams, Jacksonville 
WISSA - Edward D. Pinkham, Ocala 


K2EO]J - Thomas O. Tobiassen, Palm Harbor 
W4CCQ - Robert J. Darrah, Mims . 


Florida Phone Nets 


SEFTN Report 


The Southeast Florida Traffic 
Net congratulates W4/PZIBK, 
KD4HGU, KE4IFD, KS4JK, KC4JNM, 
KB4WBY, KA2YZM and KC4ZHF for 
their honor roll listing for July with 
100% Net participation. 


Charles, WB4PAM, has been 
giving us a weekly running series of 
“traffic Tips” covering all the aspects 
of traffic handling with question and 
answer periods. Tune in on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:30 p.m. for “traffic Tips”. 
You will not find a better place to learn 
traffic handling. 


Statistics for July included 1293 


stations, 425 messages passed with 
2143 minutes of net time during 62 ses- 
sions, which includes our early ses- 
sions at 11:30 a.m. daily. This is our 
106th consecutive month with over 
1000 stations checking in. 

Honors go to KF4IDL, Steve, for 
being the 1000th station in July. 
Congrats Steve, your certificate is in 
the mail. 

Remember, 11:30 a.m. for SEFTN 
Early. A representative to the Florida 
Midday Traffic Net will forward your 
traffic. 6:00 p.m. daily for thetraffic/train- 
ing net. 146.19/79 Mhz in the Dade, 
Broward and Palm Beach areas. 73/88 


Bob - KC4ZHF Asst. Net Mgr. 


NFPN Report 


The Northern Florida Phone Net 
had a good month in July. We had 1072 
checkins and 220 pieces of traffic, 784 
minutes and 31 sessions. Since the 
NFPN is part of the Northern Florida 
Emergency Net, we are working on 
bringing the net closer in operation to 
the Northern Florida ARES Net. The 
two net managers are working together 
to provide a smooth transition when 


the Emergency Net is activated. Since 


the net covers an area from Pensacola 
to Orlando and goes around the corner 
so to speak, we have begun the use of 
official relay stations to assist the net 
controls. During the month of July we 
added 6 new stations to the net and 
added a new liaison for Sumter County 
ARES Net, bringing our net liaison’s 
from 11 different nets. See you on the 
net, 73 Linda AD4BL NFPN Net Man- 
ager 


Brown Engineering Tue, 


NU4H - Frank M. Mason, Lake Worth 5501 S.W. 25th Court - Hollywood, Florida 


KC4IHU - Clyde F. Wilson, Dade City 
W4JKO - Erich Quast, Punta Gorda 
W4KOF - W.S. Kemper, Miami 
KD4PGN - Jack Foster, Panama City Beach 
KE4PLP - Don Skodny, Winter Haven 
WA4ROT - Lorenzo D. Padgett, Jacksonville 
AB9Z, Paul W. McCreery, Fort Myers 


Custom Metal Fabrication 


Amateur 8 Commercial 
e-mail: fraserreb@aol.com 


KA4VXL 


Telephone 
954-989-4658 


H.B. Fraser 
President 


SKIP ¢ September 1996 


Knights of the Kilocycle 


Lots Of New Knights 
This Month — 


The Knights of the Kilocycle, 


amateur radio’s oldest net, was orga- 
nized on Christmas Day, 1929, and is 
now celebrating it’s 66th anniversary 
of operation. The Knights meet every 
Sunday morning at 7:30 on 3910 Kilo- 
cycles. Since 1929 there have been over 
530 memberships awarded to amateur 
operators. The Knights always wel- 
comes new members. A membership 
certificate is earned after five consecu- 
tive weekly check-ins to the net. And 
here goes the Knightly News: 

Jay, K9BSL, St. Pete has been 
handling the net superbly this summer, 
while Charlie Stevens, K8RIF has been 
in the hospital. Charlie would certainly 
appreciate cards from his friends who 
may write to him at: 

Cleveland Foundation Clinic 

M-53 Euclid Ave 

Cleveland, Oh 44195 


Friends can also try a call at (800) 
223-2273 in the early evenings and ask 
the operator to ring Charles Steven’s 
room. 

We have had a boatload of new 
check-ins this month. Ellis, WA4PHL 
of Palm Harbor recently checked in af- 
ter a long absence as did Gil, W4QCW 
of Merrit Island. Ellis is aclergyman and 
has to prepare for church each week so 
can’t stay around too long, but we’re 
glad to hear from him. Ellis is a friend of 
long-time Knights Doug and Marion of 
New Port Richey. 


Don Browne, KO4YM 


We also this month had newcom- 
ers Ben, K9QHZ of Niceville, George, 
KE4MHU of Paxton, and Bob W8DGU. 

We welcome into Knight member- 
ship Alan, KJ9N of Apollo Beach, 
Henry, WB4GCK, and Hap, K4JUZ. All 
have made their fifth consecutive 
checkin and will receive their Knights 
of the Kilocycle Membership Certifi- 
cate. Alan has been giving the weekly 
propagation numbers including the 
sunspot and solar flux numbers. 


Marion, KC4MFT and Doug; ° 


N4SLS have picked the season’s last 
tomatoes at their place and also have 
some beans, bananas, and pomegrantes 
coming in. They also report taking some 
time attending guardianship seminars. 
WIUCL, Wendy, of Lutz took 
friends to the Tampa hamfest lately and 
encouraged them for their tech license. 
He also bought some computer stuff 
and looked at the latest in DSP gear. 


For those who have computers 
and internet access, I have recently 
placed a new web site on the internet. 
Called Southwest Florida Online it in- 
cludes several pages of Amateur Ra- 
dio news, the latest Knights news and 
information for Southwest Florida 
hams, residents and visitors as well as 
the latest online callbook for looking 
up hams if you know either the name or 
call sign. You can also look up hams by 
zip code. This is handy for clubs to re- 
cruit new members, as well as handy 
for any ham to see who their neighbor 
hams might be. 


There is a Florida repeater fre- _ 
“quency list and highlights from the Peli- _ 


can Chapter QCWA (St. Petersburg) 
newsletter and Edison Chapter QOWA 
(Ft. Myers). Additionally there are list- 
ings of all Glades and Hendry County 


_ hams and Lehigh Acres, Florida hams. 


* 


Included are call signs and license 
class. There is also a 2-meter frequency 
list of local area repeaters and simplex 
frequencies for Southwest Florida resi- 
dents and visitors in Hendry, Glades 
and Lee county. There are also listings 
of shortwave radio programs about ham 
radio and computers that can be heard 
easily in Florida. The web address is: 
http://members.aol.com/browne 

We encourage new check-ins 
each Sunday morning to ham radio’s 
oldest net. Please join us each Sunday 
at 7:30 AM, 3910 Kilocycles and let us 
know what’s been happening in your 
area. We welcome all hams from any- 
where that can hear us. Invite your out 
of state friends to listen in and call in 
some Sunday morning. See you all on 
Sunday morning. 

### 


Don Browne, KQ4YM, for the 
Knights of the Kilocycle 4085 E: Sun- 
flower Cir. Labelle, Fl. 33935-5520 (941) 
674-5715 

Check out the NEW Southwest FI. 
website: 

Southwest Florida Online - 
Hendry, Lee, and Glades County; 
Florida Including Small Town Living in 
Lehigh Acres, Clewiston, LaBelle, 
Moore Haven, Alva, and Felda 

point your web browser to: 

http://members.aol.com/browne 


VINTAGE MANUALS 
. yn 
TELEPHONE FILTERS 


2500 Manuals in Stock. 
Catalog Available w/SASE or Call.to Inquire. 


Our Telephone Filters are the Smallest on the Market. 
Eliminates RF Interference from 500 KHz to 30 MHz. 
Only $12.95 Each or Two for $24.00 


| W7FG Vintage Manuals and Products & 
3300 Wayside Drive, Bartlesville, OK 74006 


918-333-7893 ° 800-807-6146 
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INTERNATIONAL iS ae 
RADIO E@® 
SYSTEMS, INC. TTT 


FACTORY DIRECT DISTRIBUTOR 
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICES 


O 
KENWOOD e ICOM ec Ade! 


® Balled e LAA dal e MARINE ¢ SATELLITE ¢ CELLULAR « 


e HUSTLER 

e TELEX-HYGAIN 
e HENRY RADIO + ECHO STAR 
oMIRAGE/KLM ¢ MAXCOM 
RF PRODUCTS « 

¢ DAWA 


e ASTRON 
eCENTURION . gar 
: mM - MAXON WILLIAMSON 
yt © AMPHENOL 86 NEUT 
+ e 
Sits  SITEX e 
e MOTOROLA 
mo SHAKESPHERE ¢ COLUMBIA WIRE 
e e CUSHCRAFT 
o MYE VIKING ANO MORE_ 


cl THE TOTAL COMMUNICATION SToRE &® (SS) a 
WHOLESALE e RETAIL e EXPORT 
fap INTERNATIONAL HABL AMOS ESPANOL 

bay RADIO . 
SYSTEMS, INC. Yer canbe 


5001 N.W. 72ND AVE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33166 


P| Fao; 594-4313 


rae ae Fri. eee litte FAX: (305) 477-4449 
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NW 72 AVE 


Top Twenty Trafficers - July 1996 SFL BBS Totals - Jul., 1996 


-by AA4HT and WX4H Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


W3CUL BUL TOT MSGS 


WX4H 3095 3251 
W3VR 14029 . 14660 
WASVND 7864 8591 
W7AMM 6288 7037 
KA2 6873 7077 
aoe 226 256 
KE4DNO 1915 1989 
0 ate i 261 5248 5522 
-NO REPORT- 
- 762 5986 6777 
Traffic Hounds - July 1996 | 237 ~—S« 7826 8063 
-by Kevin Bunin, WV5SZSTMSFL | 196 7745 7941 
5 206 4862 5073 


551 4807 5368 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 
62 6748 6810 
-NO REPORT- 
233 5250 5483 
-NO REPORT- ) 
499-8677 9182 
-NO REPORT- 
655 «45746 6401 
335 4396 4737 
665 3297 3962 
2388 8032 10483 
210s 26819 6729 
603 7100 7708 
4399 7278 11734 
405 7951 8357 
190 6806 6999 
960 4500 5490 
960 3507 4475 
228 = 3886 4116 
404-7178 7589 
651 7556 8265 
548 8082 8659 
180 64 245 


QNI AVG QTC AVG SES MGR QTC/QNI 
50 ‘16.7 0.3 3  WA4ATF 0.02 
249 27.7 0.7 KA2YZM __ 0.02 
282 56.4 2.6 N4LTT 0.05 
106 15.1 1.0 KB4UEI 0.07 
116 27.5 3.1 N2UBW 0.11 
568 9.2 3.6 KE4ESV 0.40 
258 8.3 3.2 KE4DNO _—0.38 
375th 11.0 KC4ZHN _—0.91 
182 5.9 2.1 WB4GCK 0.35 
1397 45.1 5.6 WNAIIV 0.12 
244 7.9 8.9 AA4HT + 1.13 
63 158 0.0 W3YWK 0.00 
1338 49.6 10.0 WA4NDA __ 0.20 
1078 34.8 7A AD4BL 0.20 
104 20.8 1.0 KE4CGQ 0.05 
720 28.8 1.0 KE4CGQ 0.04 
NO — KTALL 

864 13.9 9.3 KA4FZI 0.67 
252" ie 1.3 KC4ZHF 0.16 
1293 20.9 6.9 KD4GR 0.33 
102 14.6 0.4 KD4GR 0.03 
481 15.5 1.2 31 N4ZMQ 0.08 
756 24.4 3.6 31 KE4DNO 0.15 
381 14.1 1.6 27 K4FQU 0.11 
627 20.2 4.9 31 NR2F 0.24 
298 9.6 4.5 31 KE4DNO 0.47 


NTS TOTAL: 423 


Does your call have a -NO REPORT- next to it? Why?? C’mon 
folks, these reports are IMPORTANT, especially with the current 
threat to our 2 meter and 440 bands. Let’s show them that we 
USE them...or we might LOSE them! 
If you have any questions, or need the software utilities to 
generate your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, 
address and size floppy needed. There’s no charge. The 
utilities work with all types of bbs software except TCP/IP 
(NOS.) 
Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to © 
N4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ 
KB4VOL. Reports MUST be sent on the 1st covering BBS 
activity for the previous month. Please participate! 
Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager South 
lorida. 


JESS IIIS OIC ICICI EIEIO ISONIC IOI IA TIAA AR AIA A 

* VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! LOTS OF HAM INFO AND 
THE MONTHLY LISTS! * 

http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol i 


PRA ITH IT HI RR KI II IIR IK ARAKI I TIAA ASIII IASI IAI IIA IA IIIA AIA IIASA SI AS 


3196 AVG 0.24 


Linear Power Supplies 
5v 3A LAMBDA LOS Z 
5v 2.6A AC/DC 
7v 1.6A AC/DC Elec 
12v 2A LAMBDA LOS Z 
= Adjustable 
HAL-TECH ELECTRONICS 
200 SW 20th St. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
954-522-5811 Fax: 954-522-5271 


* 
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Florida HF Nets, Abbreviations, 
Frequencies and Times 


NET ABBREVIATION AND NAME’ FREQ 
FPTN Fla. Phone Tfc Net 3940 

AIN ARRL Information Net 3940 
Knights of the Kilocycle 3910 

Fla. Trader's Net 3945 

Old Goat's Net 3910 
Waterway Net 7268 
SFAN South Fla. ARES Net 3940 
Buckaroo Tfc Net 7248 
SOUTHCARS 7251 

GN Gator Net 3651/7061 
NFAN North Fla. ARES Net 3950 
Swap Net 4200 
Swap Net 7251 
FMTN Fla. Midday Tfc Net 7247.5 
FSARA Fla. Shrine Am Radio Ass’n 7236 +/-QRM 
QCWA Qrtr Cent. Wireless Ass'n 14347 
FPON Fla. Public Opns Net 3908 
TPTN Tropical Phone Tfc Net 3940/7243 
FMSN Fla. Medium Speed Tfc Net 3651/7061 
FAST/E. South Fla. Tfc Net (Early 3940 
NFPN North Fla. Phone Net 3950 
Martin County Ragchew Net 3985 
QFN/E All Fla. CW Tfc Net (Early) 3651/7061 
Sailfish Net - West Palm Beach 28425 
Manatee County ARES Net 28450 
Pinellas County ARES Net 28450 
Mosquito Net - Orlando Chapter 28333 
Titusville Mosquito Net 28333 
Swap Net 3898 
Candy’s Swap Net 3945 
QFNS All Fla. Slow CW Tfc Net 3715 
Wacky Wingdinger Net (NE Fl) 28390 

So. Brevard Tech & Ragchew Net 29200 
ENTIN Everglades Novice/Tech Net 28375 
QFN/L All Fla. CW Tfc Net (Late) 3651 
FAST/L South Fla. Tfc Net (Late) 3940 


TIME 
0655 
0730 
0730 
0730 
0730 
0745 
0800 
0800 
0800 
0830 
0900 
0900 
1000 
1145 
1330 
1500 
1630 
1700 
1730 
1800) 
1830/1930 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1930 
1930 
2000 
2030 
2030 
2030 
2200 
2230 


(SAT) 
(SUN) 
(SUN) 
(EX SUN) 


(SAT) 
(TUES) 


(EX SUN) 
(SUN) 
(WED) 


(SUN) 
(SUN) 


(MON) 
(MON) 


PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO: 
Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
8703 S.E. Jardin St. 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
By Packet: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 


Internet to Phone Appliance 


PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A., 1996 AUG 9 (NB) 
—REPEAT/By Richard Bowers. Up until now Internet phone soft- 
ware products allowed long distance calling from one person on 
the Internet to another on the Internet, both using their PCs. But 
Mobius Computer Corp. and VocalTec [NASDAQ:VOCLF] have 
announced the “Net to Phone Appliance” that will enable real- 
time voice communications between ordinary telephone users 
through the Internet to other telephone users. 


Designed for businesses with large long distance phone 
expenses, the system can incorporate communications that are 
telephone to telephone, telephone to PC, PC to telephone, or PC to 
a 

Craig Stouffer, president and chief executive officer (CEO) 
of Mobius, told Newsbytes, “The product is a gateway server 
that will allow users to communicate real-time between ordinary 
telephones and multimedia PCs running VocalTec’s Internet Phone 
software. We have finished beta testing, and expect to demo the 
product by the middle of August. Our target shipping date is 
September 1.” 

According to Stouffer, the “Net to Phone Appliance” serv- 
ers provide a gateway connection between the Internet and tele- 
phone lines, enabling callers to combine the low cost of Internet 
connections, the convenience of initiating calls from either PCs or 


elas and the ability to communicate with anybody with a 
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telephone through the public switched telephone network. 


The system is comprised of a rack-mount, industrial- 
grade server, which incorporates VocalTec’s software, and 
computer telephony interface that can be linked to the tele- 
phone network. While final pricing has yet to be determined, 
Mobius did say that a four-line gateway server should sell for - 
around $7,000, with an eight-line server will sell for $12,000. 


“The new Alantra Net to Phone gateway, coupled with 
other enabling technologies, are major steps in integrating 
global Internet-based voice communications with existing tele- 
phone equipment,” said Stouffer. “These technologies will 
enable new ways for businesses to communicate between 
remote offices, and with their customers. The cost savings in 
using the Internet rather than the long distance telephone 
systems can be dramatic.” 


(19960808/Press Contact: Craig Stouffer, Mobius, 510- 
460-5252) 


Windows95 Antivirus 


CUPERTINO, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A., 1996 AUG 19 (NB) 
— By Patrick McKenna. Symantec Corp.’s [NASDAQ:SYMC] 
latest version of its Windows 95 antivirus protection software 
employs Striker technology to fight more sophisticated poly- 
morphic viruses. Each time a polymorphic virus infects an 
application is uses a different scheme, making it more difficult 
to detect. 


Symantec says viruses are slipping onto computer sys- 
tems in the three standard ways: through downloading files 
from the Internet, opening word documents attached to e- 
mail, and exchanging floppy disks. 


Sharon Ruckman, Symantec’s product manager, told 
Newsbytes, “A recent study by the National Computer Secu- 
rity Association (NCSA) found computers are ten times more 
likely to be infected today than they were a year ago. When 
you realize Windows 95 does not have any virus protection 
software and you look at computer virus statistics, you can 
see how important it is for each user to make sure his or her 
system is protected.” 


As antivirus methods become more sophisticated, so 
does the creation of viruses. Standard viruses were once de- 
tected by a sequence of code known as a “signature.” Today’s 
more complex polymorphic viruses typically conceal them- 
selves in an infinite ways by using a different scheme each 
time they execute. Symantec says its Striker technology uses 
a “clean room” to open a suspected file before a virus can 
infect other computer files. 

Called Norton AntiVirus (NAV) 2.0 for Windows 95, the 
latest version includes an Internet-based LiveUpdate system 
which allows the company to respond to newly detected vi- 
ruses and Repair Wizard, a step-by-step guide for eliminating 
infected files. Access to LiveUpdate is part of the product’s 
$69.95 price tag and no online or download charges are in- 
volved. NAV 2.0 for Windows 95 is available as an upgrade to 
registered owners of earlier versions of the NAV for Windows 
95. 

The new product also detects Microsoft Excel macro 
viruses called Laroux and Microsoft Word macro viruses. 


Symantec provides additional information through 
America Online, Compuserve, Microsoft Network, and the 
company’s own World Wide Web site at http:// 
Wwww.symantec.com . 

(19960819/Press Contact: Ana Thorne of Symantec 
Corporation, 310-449-4140, Internet e-mail 
athorne@symantec.com /NAV960819/PHOTO) 
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; What do we do now Ollie? As if our minds aren’t 
satuated with enough information about bombs, terrorism 
and political conventions, a scientist pes- 
ters our paranoia by suggest- 
ing their may be life on Mars. 
At last all the UFOers will be 
vindicated, the NASA scien- 
tists will be able to justify thei 
blooming budgets and Car 
Sagen will be able to write an- 
other book. Me? I'll inspect m 
MARS Bar alittle more closely, 
before taking a bite. 
According to a CNN special segment on 
he Internet, many of the Mars-related sites are experiencing 
substantially more hits since the announcement was made. 
ot to be outdone, I took a look-see at the NSSCD Photo 
Gallery for Mars. One can see all sorts of views of Mar 
aken by the Hubble Telescope, Viking 2 and Mariner 9. There 
is even a picture of the “face” on Mars but he or she didn’t 
appear to have much life. 
I think the readers should take a look for themselves. 
Even if you don’t find much evidence of life, you’ Il enjoy the 


spectacular color photographs. Go to: 


http://nsse.gsfc.nasa.gov/photo_gallery/photogallery- 
mars.html#features 


And another perspective 


A few months ago, I was fascinated with a presenta 
ion by Dr. Richard C. Hoagland to the Press Club in Wash- 
ington DC, alleging there were intelligently designed struc- 
ural artifacts in the Cydonia Region of the moon. Dr. 
Hoagland’s presentation was backed up by lunar photo- 
graphs (shot by astronauts) showing the structures. Dr. 
Hoagland has impressive credentials and made significant 
contributions during earlier phases of the space program. 
I have heard his presentations numerous times but 
ecently the good doctor has approached the fringe, advanc- 
ing scientific theories on many paranormal matters. His lat- 
est claim is that he has developed software that can predict 
earthquakes with some phenomenal degree of accuracy. 


When President Clinton seized on the opportunity to 
exploit the “Life on Mars” theory, Dr. Hoagland was quick to 
send him a letter detailing his “structures on the moon”) 
findings to support the belief in extraterrestrial intelligence. 
One can take a look at the letter and the supporting photo- 
graphs at his web page. You can also take a look at some of 

is other theories. Be prepared because he is a rather prolifi 
riter. But the pictures are neat! 


_ http://www.enterprisemission.com/clinton.html 


Censorship & Regulation 
Still a Threat 


WASHINGTON, DC, U.S.A., 1996 AUG 1 (NB) — By Bill 
Pietrucha. Despite a second federal court decision affirming that cen- 
sorship in cyberspace is unconstitutional, the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union (ACLU) yesterday afternoon warned of “persistent gov- 
ernment attempts,” both in and out of the US’s borders, to censor 
electronic communications and regulate privacy technology. 

Atameeting in Paris on Tuesday, ACLU spokesperson Emily 
Whitfield told Newsbytes government leaders of the G-7 announced 
plans to strictly regulate the Internet and other electronic communica- — 
tions in an effort to combat terrorism. 

The meeting of the G-7, which includes France, Italy, Japan, 
Germany, Britain, Canada, the United States and Russia, came in the 
wake of the bombing incident at the Atlanta Olympics and the explo- 
sion of TWA Flight 800. 


Although not all details of the meeting were made public, 
Whitfield told Newsbytes that proposed measures apparently in- 
clude investigations of charities and political organizations with radi- 
cal points of view, “threatening their rights to free speech,” and using 
the Internet to monitor terrorist communications. 

Whitfield said there also was agreement to adopt a US plan to 
prohibit non-key escrowed encryption, “which would mean that — 
individuals and companies would be barred form using encryption 
technology to electronically lock up their most private and sensitive 


. information unless they make the keys available to their govern- 


ment.” 


In response to these and other threats to limit Internet and 
electronic privacy, Whitfield told Newsbytes that the Global Internet 
Liberty Campaign (GILC) was formed last month at a meeting of the 
Internet Society in Montreal. * 

The group, which announced its formation yesterday, “will 
work in coalition with organizations from around the world to share 
information and protect free speech, privacy, equality of access and 
liberty on the global Internet,” officials said. 

GILC members include the ACLU, one of the founding mem- 
bers; the Electronic Privacy Information Center; Human Rights Watch; 
the Internet Society; Privacy International; and other civil liberties 
and human rights organizations. 


Barry Steinhardt, associate director of the ACLU, told 
Newsbytes, “GILC recognizes that there are no borders in cyberspace 
and that decisions made by international bodies like the G-7 nations 
affect all Internet users.” 


Steinhardt added, “The US government may not accomplish 
through an international end-run what the US Congress and the US 
Courts have rejected.” 

Steinhardt cited a recent ruling by a panel of federal judges in 
New York declaring that censorship in cyberspace unconstitutional. 
The decision, he said, “marked another win in the ongoing battle for 
free speech in cyberspace.” 

The first win, he said, was last month when a Philadelphia 
court, ruling in ACLU v. Reno, granted a motion for a preliminary 
injunction against the “indecency” provisions of the Communica- 
tions Decency Act. 

“We are delighted that the New York judges have joined their 
Philadelphia colleagues in protecting the Internet from governmental 
intrusion,” Steinhardt said. 

“But we remain concerned about the government’s continuing 
efforts to censor electronic speech not only in the US, but interna- 
tionally,” he said. Steinhardt said the ACLU has asked for a meeting 
with President Clinton and Congressional leaders to discuss continu- 
ing civil liberties concerns. 

A temporary Web page for the Global Internet Liberty Cam- 
paign has been established http://www.aclu.org/gilc/index.html . 

(19960801/Press Contact: Emily Whitfield, American Civil 
Liberties Union, tel 212-944-9800, ext. 426) 
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Steve lezzi, KT4FY 


Plug and Play My @S#!& 


Did I ever tell you how much I hate computers. I know. I 
know. I’m just venting my frustration. But, I do wonder sometimes 
if everyone else struggles with their computer as much as I do. I 
had always assumed that I just demand too much of the software 
that I buy. I, of course, expect itto work!! All of it, not just the most 
visible parts. Alas, this is not to be. 

But, is the problem getting better or worse. Does the com- 
puter running at 200 megahertz with the bus mastering PCI backplane 
and advanced Ultra Wide SCSI controller with embedded RISC 
processor and the bus mastering PCI Ethernet controller and the 
accelerated display card with embedded MPEG Video (and so on 
and so on) really as reliable as the old ISA bus, 486 machine that 
graces my desk. 

Unfortunately not and here’s why. 


For several years, the PC compatible has remained funda- 
mentally unchanged from the design of the IBM PC AT computer 
of 1984. This computer defined the 16 bit ISA bus and used the 
’ Intel 80286 processor chip, a precursor of the 386 and 486 chips that 
is the heart of most desktop PCs. 

There were a few brief attempts to enhance this architecture 
in the past 12 years. The first, called the EISA bus, used a specially 
designed connector that added another row of signals to the ISA 
bus. Normal ISA cards would plug into an EISA connector and 
special EISA card would pick up the additional signals on the 
second row. EISA supported 32 bits of data (twice the 16 bit ISA 
bus) and supported bus mastering, a method for accessing the 
system memory without requiring processor intervention. EISA 
could run up to 33 megabytes per second, about four times faster 
than the ISA bus. EISA was very expensive and limited only to 
expensive servers and workstations. As such, the EISA cards had 
a limited market and were very expensive. EISA was also buggy for 
the first few years of its existence. The additional expense and 
complexity eventually doomed the bus as new alternatives were 
cheaper and faster. 

VESA Local bus is a more recent high speed bus and was 
included in virtually all releases of 486 motherboards. VLB as it is 
called added a third connector to the ISA bus at the opposite end 
ofthe card. VLB cards were much cheaper as the interface was very 
simple and the additional connector was much cheaper than the 
double layer EISA connector. VLB was primarily designed for 
video cards as the ISA bus was just not fast enough for high speed 
graphics. Soon after the video cards came out, disk controllers and 
Ethernet cards were also released for the VLB. Most designers 
avoided bus mastering on VLB even though the architecture sup- 
ported it. The additional timing margins and the 32 bit data bus 
provided plenty of performance for a 486 even if the system was 
limited to programmed I/O (the processor actually moves all of the 
data). VLB systems have been very reliable and the cost of the 
cards are comparable to ISA cards. 

Life was good!!! 

Then came the Pentium. This much heralded processor aban- 
doned the 586 logo as a result of a lawsuit filed by AMD that 
claimed that they had rights to all X86 processors under a joint 
technology agreement signed years ago. Up until now, if you 
bought an AMD part, it was nearly identical to the Intel variety 
because Intel shared the source code. This changed with the 
Pentium line. Competing processors had to be designed ina vacuum. 
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The AMD KS and Cyrix 586 and 686 lines are significantly different 
from the Pentium even though they portend to execute the same 
code. Add to this confusion the new PCI backplane, a 133 Mega- 
byte per second bus mastering screamer, and we have a recipe for 
disaster. Add to that, symmetric multi-processing and you’re lucky 
if the system boots DOS. 

Right in the middle of this flurry of change, we have a brand 
new 32 bit operating system that has protected mode drivers for all 
of your devices. What is it about only changing one.thing at a 
time??? 

[have now had the misfortune of installing several copies of 
Windows NT and Windows 95 on 386 systems all the way to a dual 
Pentium 133. I have encountered all kinds of problems. Some 
problems are hardware related. These can be fixed by swapping 
with a different kind of card or device. Some problems are software. 
These can be fixed by downloading the latest driver from the manu- 
facturer. Unfortunately, with all these changes under way, many 
fixes are in the works and we will just have to be patient. Manufac- 
turers are aware of their problems and are actively coding new 
drivers every day. But the bottom line demands that they sell 
hardware or software to pay the bills. 

The Internet has actually complicated this issue. Say it isn’t 
so, Steve! Yes it’s so. Now manufacturers design their cards with 
replaceable “Flash” memory and release the card fraught with bugs 
knowing full well that an enterprising computer hack will log onto 
to their web site and snag the fix. This means that the manufacturer 
can release before they are ready and the customer gets to do the 
repairs. I would rather have the card working right out of the box, 
thank you. 

I guess for now, I am going to keep my 486 boxes, one on my 
desk at work and one in my shack athome. They work fine. They’re 
fast enough. And, it’s just one less thing for me to fix. 

Next year, the Pentium boards will be on a swap table for a 
really good price. Maybe by then, they’!] have all of the bugs out. 


Steve 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
tel. 407- 894-3238 ¢ toll free 1-800-327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espafiol 407-898-1166 
fax 407-894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 14100 U.S.19 N. #124 
tel. 813-539-7348 © toll free 1-888-226-7388 
fax 813-524-4971 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 39 years! 
Dealer for... 

ALINCO * AZDEN * ICOM * KENWOOD « SGC * STANDARD * YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 

MILWAUKEE, WI + WICKLIFFE, OH ¢ LAS VEGAS, NV 
1-800-558-0411 1-800-321-3594 1-800-634-6227 
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Accumail “100% Correct” E-mail Directory 
InfoSpace AccuMail is a new Internet e-mail directory 
that claims to be “not only the largest e-mail directory, but 
also the only 100 percent accurate and the most integrated e- 
mail directory on the Internet.” The directory has been inte- 
grated with the company’s white page, fax, personal home 
page, and business directories. 
World Wide Web: http://www.accumail.com/ 
World Wide Web: http://www. infospace.com/ 


Computer Trade Show 1 

Imagine a continuous computer show that changes 
subjects every month, that’s the idea behind Computer Trade 
Show 1. The difference is that this one is all online. Compa- 
nies have virtual booths that they can furnish with product 
specifications and graphics, speech and video, downloadable 
software and giveaways, and links. August is demo month 
and September will be modems. 


World Wide Web: http://www.cts1.com/ 


EDsearch - Education Statistics on Disk 

The new 1995 version of “EDsearch: Education Statis- 
tics on Disk” is now available for downloading from US De- 
partment of Education Internet sites. The software is a com- 
puterized search and retrieval system designed to provide 
an easy way to locate and display specific information con- 
tained in the wealth of statistical tables produced by the 
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). EDsearch is 
a DOS application. 

World Wide Web: http:/Avww.ed.gov/NCES/pubs/E95/ 
readme.html 

Anonymous FTP: ftp://ftp.ed.gov/ncesgopher/table- 
gen/EDsearch95/ 


Find A Physician With The American 


Medical Association 
The AMA has renewed its Web site. AMA Physician 
Select is the flagship application of the new consumer initia- 
tive, AMA Health Insight. Consumers can choose a physi- 
cian from a database of 650,000 licensed to practice in the 
US. Anyone interested in becoming a physician can find out 
the requirements and also those of AMA membership. 


World Wide Web: http://www.ama-assn.org/ 


Exploring The Amazon 

After a grueling few days of preparation, the team is 
now in Caracas, Venezuela, and the Web site is ready to go! 
A team will explore an almost inaccessible area of the Ama- 
zon and send back data and photos for the Web site. Follow 
the exploration online. 

World Wide Web: http://sunsite.doc.ic.ac.uk/ 
netspedition/amazon.html 


Olga On The Web 
If you thought Olga was an East European Olympian 
you’ ve been spending too much time in front of the TV and 
not enough time Web surfing! OLGA is the Online Guitar 
Archive, a collection of thousands of guitar tabs and chords 
available freely for anyone to use. 


World Wide Web: http://olga.scranton.com:2222/ 


Latest News From Science 
EurekAlert! is a great service for anyone interested in 
technology, science, or medicine. Surf over to the site and 
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get the latest news from these areas as submitted by re 
searchers at major universities, corporations, and eee 
organizations. An archive keeps back issues and links are 

provided to associated sites. 


World Wide Web: http://www.eurekalert. or) 
Ten Most Wanted 


If the new guy next door is causing unease, chet the 
FBI’s ten most wanted list online. If you get offered a great’ 
price on a Modigliani painting, check this Web page for de- 
tails of the painting stolen recently in New York. A reward is. 
on offer and they even welcome anonymous e-mail! 


World Wide Web: http://www.intervid.co. uk/intervid/ ‘ 
digests/mod.html 


CERT Solaris Security Advisory 

The Computer Emergency Response Team has issued 
a security advisory covering the Sun Microsystems Solaris 
2.x distribution. The AUSCERT team received a report of a 
vulnerability in the Volume Management daemon, vold(1M). | 
This program is used to help manage CD-ROM and floppy __, 
devices. This vulnerability may allow a local user to gain - 
root privileges. Users of affected systems are urged to read 
the advisory and take the action outlined in the document. .. 
Anonymous FTP: 

ftp://info.cert.org/pub/cert_advisories/CA-. 
96.17.Solaris_vold_vul 


In The News - AOL Breaks Down 


Check out this Web. page for a list of reasons why 
America Online went down for 19 hours on Wednesday. 


World Wide Web: http://www. iquest.net/~skremer/ 


Accessing Search Engines By Email 

If you have an email-only connection to the Internet, 
finding things can be difficult. It’s quite hard to use Web 
search engines through email but a new guide has made it 
easier. The guide is available by anonymous FTP and covers 
all of the major Web search services as well as some other 
search pages that offer access to email address databases, 
Usenet articles and telephone numbers. 


Anonymous FTP: ftp://ftp.netcom.com/~ftp/pub/gb/ 

gboyd 
Marfa Mystery Lights 

Internet users can now learn about and see the Marfa 
mystery lights, described as “a centuries-old West Texas 
phenomena.” A new home page on the Internet will intro- 
duce you to the unexplained nocturnal phenomena that dance 
across the West Texas desert floor east of Marfa, about 200 
miles southeast of El Paso. The Web site contains vides 
footage and information. 


World Wide Web: http://www.marfalights.com/ 


Consumer Enquiries At Net Check 
The NetCheck Commerce Bureau was established to 
promote consumer confidence in making purchases on the 
Internet. At the Web site, you can file a complaint or search 
a database of complaints. This allows potential Internet buy- 
ers to check and see if any complaints have been filed with 
the service. You can also complain against unsolicited e- 
mail. . 
World Wide Web: http://www.netcheck.com/ 
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The Port St. Lucie Amateur Radio Association presents 


HAMPFEST-96 


A 
An ARRL Sanctioned Event RER 


‘i 


WHEN: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1996 


WHERE: PORT ST. LUCIE YACHT CLUB 
500 PRIMA VISTA BLVD. PORT ST. LUCIE, FL 


TIME: 8 AMTIL3 PM 
ADMISSION/PRIZE DRAWING TICKET $2.00 DONATION 
VENDORS (INSIDE)— $10.00 (TABLE INCLUDED) 
TAILGATERS— INCLUDED IN ADMISSION PRICE 
TALK-IN ON PSLARA REPEATER- 146.955 
ALTERNATE- 146.520 SIMPLEX 


FOOD AND DRINKS AVAILABLE 


PRIZE DRAWINGS ON THE HOUR STARTING AT 9 AM 
DRAWING FOR MAIN PRIZE AT 3 PM 


FIRST PRIZE— ICOM IC2350H DUAIL-BAND MOBILE 


FOR TABLE RENTAL INFORMATION CALL 
RICK CLAIR 407-335-1738 
FOR GENERAL HAMFEST INFORMATION CALL 
DON METZLER 407-879-4914 
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| fodem too slow? ISDN costly & a a hassle? 


- DirecPCi is coming! 


I remember the day I ipeeaed to 
a 2400 baud modem from a 1200 baud 
relic. It was primarily used to interact 
with the “hi-tech” amateur radio packet 


BBSs and online services. What arush | 


I got with the incredible speed! My ad- 
diction to “speed” would never be 
cured by the best of the 12-step pro- 
grams but technology and logistical 
considerations have me mo 
mentarily stalled at 33, 600. 

How well I can share} 
your pain when faced with the}. 
prospect of viewing all the ex-} 
quisite paintings at the Vatican} 
or downloading the latest su 
per duper version of Netscape} 
that will weigh in at 6 or 7 
megs. I don’tknowhowmany| 
of the readers have experi-}| — 
enced the shock of looking} 
into’the prospects of ISDN.} 
“Hassle cubed” would de-| ? 
scribe it mildly. Many Internet} 
providers have gone out of} 
their way to make it easy andj 
relatively inexpensive but the} _ 
rub is with the phone com- 
pany. It appears that one} 
needs special lines, special} 
equipment, special phones -} © 
special everything accompa-|- 
nied by a special monthly bill. 

According to Hughes} 
Network Systems (HNS), help} 
is on the horizon - or above} - 
the horizon - in the Clarke Belt 
to be precise. Would it interest you to 
be able to download a 400-page research 
document in less than a minute? With 
the DirecPC (no, I didn’t omit a “t’) Sys- 
tem one can receive data packets from 
Internet via satellite at a blazing 400 kbs. 

HNS says, “the DirecPC system 
incorporates an open architecture, 

which allows the information provider 
complete control over its content and 
the user interface to it content. DirecPC 
provides interfaces to information pro- 
viders at the uplink and Application 
Programming Interfaces (APIs) on the 
subscriber’s PC.“ 

The link to Internet is still accom- 
plished by the phone modem to the 
Internet provider but responses are 
transmitted from the DirecPC satellite 
to your Ku-band dish and into your PC. 
Those of us fortunate enough to own 
satellite dishes will be able to circum- 
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vent a large portion of the startup costs 
assuming that its performance matches 
the requirements of the system. That 
remains to be seen. HNS will market a 
complete system that “...comes with a 


24-inch dish antenna, designed for maxi- 
mum performance and very compact 
size. It is manufactured to withstand 


DirecP C | 


Internet 
Provider 


Modem _ 


severe weather and can be adapted to 
mount in a number of situations - sloped 
roof, vertical wall, ground pole, and 
even exterior pipe.” ) 

The DirecPC system includes a 
16-bit ISA adapter card, a proprietary 
part of the DirecPC system to allow the 
PC to receive the high speed satellite 
data from the Network Operations Cen- 
ter. The adapter card provides: signal 
reception, downloadable 32 bit Reduced 
Instruction Set Code (RISC) macro for 
frame filtering and custom applications, 
secure ASIC based DES decryption to 
prevent unauthorized access, 16 bit ISA 
interface with software-configurable 
IRQ and I/O, 128k memory and power 
to the antenna via coax cable. . 

A more specialized function of 
the DirecPC system will be to “provide 
one-way broadcast of digital informa- 
tion such as software, computer-based 


training, electronic files and documents 
to an unlimited number of locations. 
The broadcast can be either pre-sched- 
uled or on demand.” Subscribers to the 
DirecPC Access service will be able to 
receive on-line news, sports and finan- 
cial information, and commercial soft- 
ware packages. 

As for the costs and 
charges, I’ll let you be the 
judge. The cost of DirecPC 
system must be obtained from 
ia local dealer. HNS estimates 
he cost for professional in- 
stallation to be $450.00 but if 
ou’re handy, you can get 
round that expenditure. The 
lwriter has installed several 
|dishes without too many prob- ~ 
{lems and at substantial sav- 
m jings. 


| The costs of the pack- 
_jages are another matter. 
I \Internet delivery costs are 
{based on megabyte/month 
_, jusage with two plans: Peak 
|Hours (9-9 Eastern) at $0.80 per 
|megabyte and Off Peak Hours 
$0.60 per megabyte. DirecPC 
{has dial-up service or it may 
e accessed via one’s pre- 
ferred Internet provider. 


The cost for the Sub- 
Iscriber Services (News, finan- 
jcial info, sports, etc.) break out 
in two packages: a Basic Pack- 
age (30 Megabytes/Month) and the 
Surfer Bundle Package (130 Mega- 
bytes/Month). The price of the basic 
package is $15.95/month and the Surfer 
Bundle Package is $39.95/Month. Since 
access to the service is via your per- 
sonal provider to the DirecPC service, 
one must consider the local provider 
costs. 


At first glance, it appears if you're 
severely addicted to speed or a heavy 
duty user of megabytes, you’ll have to 
pay the current street value. Unless my 
calculations are flawed, in the course 
of one month one could sustain some 
pretty serious financial damage. Even 


after nearly 10 years, I still suffer night 


sweats when my dreams resurrect 
memories of old CompuServe bills. So 
for the time being, I’m gonna be con- 
tent with my 33.6. ie 


September 1996 4 SKIP 


Central Florida’ S . Premier Internet Provider Announces 


150 hours per month i my 


_____ (Additional Hours only $0.50 per hour) — : 
Free Personal Home Pages! : 


ap qe & Text-Based Dial-In, Ming ys = ee 
poe” = SLIP (Graphical) “Arai ue 
ye" Kand PPP (Graphical) % —%~, 


: Shareware / Freeware packages are available for OS/2, Windows, Macintosh and Linux! _ 


, %* Use Netscape to surf the World Wide Web! Do your research, : 
y shop on-line, check out the latest news from around the world, © 
listen to music or chat with freinds, all on the Web! 


, * Looking for Files? Search the archives of the CICA library, log _.. 
|| directly into IBM, Microsoft and Apple, or get all the newest fi les : 
and animations, and so much more, all free! a 


* Into games and gaming? Log into one of the many game BBS’ 
or servers on the Internet! Choose your favorite game, and you - 
will find there are more than just a few places to go and engage 
against other adventurers! 

Owned and operated by KC4UFI (Jerry Russell), and KD4MIW (Sharon Russell). 

For more information, or to sign up, please call: 

In Brevard 5 3 5 8 8 | 8 Toll-free statewide: 

County: EE { -800-676-2599 : 
VAN Oa) BIDS TAS INTCDNGT . 

~ POWER SURE THE INTERNET ON 


Florida Online. | 
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The 1996 Region 2 Conference 
at Hendersonville, NC is now history, 
and will be remembered for a very long 
time as one of the best. A record atten- 
dance of affiliates, representing all 
states in the region, and some from 
other regions, was set. The information 
presented, in the opinion of Chief 
Collins, was ‘dynamic’. 

The city of Hendersonville, the 
mayor who addressed the members, the 
conference headquarters hosts, and 
many others made the stay a most plea- 
surable affair. The conference was well 
organized and presented by Bobby 
Sherrill, AFF2NC, Tom Taylor, AFF2T, 
and Rick Sizer, AFA2GR. We commend 
these affiliates for their excellent work 
in producing the conference. 

Some highlights from the pre- 
senters were: Updates on packet by 
John Cox, AFF2K. New information on 
digital modes was presented, including 
an explanation of the ‘splinter’ frequen- 
cies, and how the narrow-band concept 
of radio communication is becoming in- 
creasingly more important due to the 
allocating of more frequencies to pri- 
vate entities, causing the tight-packing 
of the spectrum. John, as well as others 
in the packet program, is very con- 
cerned about this problem and will keep 
us updated. 

The condition of the phone 
patch program was presented by Bob 
Williford, AFA2SW. There is quite a bit 
of activity there these days, including 
a large amount of aircraft-to-land traf- 
fic. There is also a need for qualified 
phone patch operators. If you can lend 
a little time to assist with p/p traffic, 
contact Bob for more information. 

Dennis Welch, AFA2FZ, Equip- 
ment Reutilization Manager, brought us 
up to speed on the requisitioning and 
locating of surplus equipment. All mem- 
bers should be aware that there are 
many possible locations of authorized 
serviceable items of equipment that can 
be gotten for MARS members’ use, 
rather than from DRMOs only. Other 
sources include large corporations, 
schools and other places that frequently 
update their equipment, causing a sur- 
plus of older equipment that they would 
probably gladly donate to a non-profit 
program such as ours. 

Other excellent presentations 
were: Operations and Analysis from 
AFF20, Ron Pace; Frequency Manage- 
ment from Everett Worrell, AFF2F(an 
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Carl Houston, Jr., AFF2P 


updated video with added puns and 
antics from Everett was enjoyed); Emer- 
gency Management trends from Gerald 
Hensley, AFF2E (assisted by YL, Pat 
Hensley); and the benefits of tax breaks 
to MARS members by our IRS special- 
ist, Vollie Miller, AFA2MZ. 

- The presentations concluded 
with the current statistics of Region 2 
by our RMD, Vic Carson, AFF2C, and 
the MARS program overview as it 
stands today, the current outlook for 
tomorrow and beyond and even into 
the next century, by our distinguished 
Chief, Ray Collins. As some of you al- 
ready know, the MARS program has 
been included in the defense budget 
for at least the next fiscal year, and we 
are reasonably sure that if we continue 
to do our part as affiliate members as- 
sisting the military and FEMA, that the 
funding will continue annually. This will 
insure that we will remain a viable and 
important resource to the community 
and to the world. 


Chief Collins also conveyed his 
deepest appreciation to each and ev- 
ery member who contributed his or her 
time and effort to the program. There 
were many awards presented to mem- 
bers by HQ, but the top four awards, 
plaques for exceptional meritorious ser- 
vice, were presented to Tom Taylor, 
AFF2T, John Cwiklinski, AFA2 WJ, Bill 
Conaway, AFA2PA, and Vic Carson, 
AFF2C. 

The 1997 conference will be held 
in the state of Virginia, the exact loca- 
tion to be determined and planned as 
soon as possible. The time will be the 
first weekend in August, unless a 
change due to some unforeseen diffi- 
culty is encountered. 


The MTS nets, a.k.a. the 
“Help Nets”, meet on 2R1I on Saturdays 
at 2130Z. All members are urged to 
check in and share your problems or 
solutions with the other members. One 
of the main things that can be obtained 
on the nets is assistance to new mem- 
bers in their training problems. If you 
are a trainee and are in a quandary about 
something, this is a good place to get 
help between training nets. 

The library in Region 2 is in the 
process of linking to the other regional 
libraries through the MTS BBS. Once 
this process is completed, there will be 


a larger volume of manuals and infor- 


. mation available. Notification of the 


completion will be published in this ar- 
ticle and transmitted on the admin. nets. 


The 2nd Quarter statistics have . 
been completed by Ron, AFF20 and 
are as follows: Total Region 2 member- 
ship 559; total participation hours 
27743; total participation hours by 
state: Florida 10114; Virginia 5148; N. 
Carolina 4195; Tennessee 2905; Geor- 
gia 1530; S. Carolina 1304; Kentucky 
1181; Alabama 984; and W. Virginia 383. 


TRIVIA. As you probably 
know, large corporations are constantly 
producing new and very sophisticated 
equipment for the military market. There 
seems to be no end to the electronic 
applications required by the soldiers on 
the modern battlefield, in the sky, and 
on the sea. Most items are produced 
for our vital defense forces by highly 
trained and educated “think tank” per- 
sonnel at those companies. 


One of the most necessary 
things, encryption/decryption sys- 
tems, to prevent the dissemination of 
transmitted information to unautho- 
rized agencies, or the enemy, is of pri- 
mary importance. One of today’s best 
ways to secure communications is with 
the so-called ‘frequency-hopping’ 
method, whereby the transmission is 
sent over a system that changes fre- 
quency at a very fast rate, and can be 
intercepted perfectly by programming 
all radios in the net with an electronic 
key. This is equivalent to listening to a 
song over a radio with each word be- 
ing transmitted and received on a dif- 
ferent station. This system is used in 
many applications, including the 
Milstar Defense Communications Sat- - 
ellite System. 


The concept of frequency-hop- 
ping security has a very humble start. 
The idea was conceived by beautiful 
movie star HEDY LAMARR during 
WWII. As a young wife to an Austrian 
arms manufacturer, Friedrich Mandl, she 
overheard many conversations about 
weapons systems. When war in Europe 
became imminent in the late 1930s, she 
divorced, came to the United States, 
settled into show business, and even- 
tually became one of the most popular 


_ Hollywood actresses of the time. 


Hedy (born Hedwig Kiesler in 
Vienna in 1914) kept ruminating on 
many ideas about how to help her new 
country with the war effort. She knew 
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that ships were steering torpedoes by 
radio control, and when an enemy ship 
encountered such action it would jam 
the radio control system and avoid the 
torpedoes. Hedy devised a plan to 
equip the torpedoes and the ships with 
a prepunched paper roll driven by mo- 
tors at the same speed, and the trans- 
mitter and receiver would change radio 
frequencies at the same time following 
the information on the paper rolls. The 
jamming radio signals could not follow 
and was thus ineffective. 

The system was never used in 
the way she envisioned. However, in 
1957, Sylvania developed a system 
based on electronic frequency-hop- 
ping. It was first used extensively dur- 
ing the U.S. blockade of Cuba in 1962, 
and is being continually improved. Pat- 
ents that use frequency-hopping usu- 
ally refer to Lamarr’s patent as contain- 
ing the original idea. She received 
patent number 2,292,387 in 1942 for her 
“Secret Communication System”. 

AIM HIGH! 


DISCLAIMER: This is not an official 
United States Air Force release, and does not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Air Force 
or the MARS. 


Electronic 
Warfare gets 
Support 


FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA, 
U.S.A., 1996 AUG 19 (NB)—REPEAT/ 
By Bill Pietrucha. The US Army’s White 
Sands Missile Range has awarded a 
$160.9 million contract to Computer 
Sciences Corp. [NYSE:CSC] for support 
of its Electronic Proving Ground (EPG), 
located at Fort Huachuca, Arizona and 
Fort Lewis, Washington. 

The Electronic Proving Ground, 
with operations at Fort Lewis, is a 
subcommand of the Army White Sands 
Missile Range The White Sands Mis- 
sile range, in turn, is part of the US Army 
Test and Evaluation Command, which 
falls under the US Army Materiel Com- 
mand. 

The Electronic Proving Ground 
is the US Army’s developmental tester 
for new Command, Control, Communi- 
cations, Computers, Intelligence (C41) 
and Electronic Warfare systems. 

EPG possesses an unparalleled 
instrumentation capability to test large, 
distributed and automated C4I systems, 
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Sgt. Bruce Vidal of the Fort Huachuca 
Pubic Affairs Office told Newsbytes. 


EPG has world class radio fre- 
quency (RF) facilities such as the an- 
tenna test facility, compact range, elec- 
tromagnetic interference (EMI), electro- 
magnetic compatibility (EMC) and Tem- 
pest facilities. 


The Proving Ground also oper- 
ates an electromagnetic environmental 
test facility for determining the effects 
of the electromagnetic spectrum on the 
systems under test, and an instru- 
mented test range for collecting precise 
time, space and positioning informa- 
tion. 

Its unique testing facilities also 
test new technologies and systems, 
including Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, 
Global Positioning System, Army Glo- 
bal Command and Control Systems and 
Tactical Internet, Sgt. Vidal said. 

Gulick said the total amount of 
the contract is estimated at $160.9 mil- 
lion, “if all options are exercised during 
the five-year period of performance.” 


CSC, based in El Segundo, Cali- 


ADI Ht’s & Mobile Radios 


Pac Ham Enterprises 


(601) 762-8070 
1106 12" Street. Paccagoula, ME 39567 


MFJ - Full line 


Daiwa Amplifiers Antennas, Mobile & Base 
Power Supplies Ameritron ProAm 
Duplexers RF Systems Van Gordon 
Meters & Coax Switches TE Systems Valor 
Heil Sound NYE Viking Keys Coax, ladder line 
Microphones Training Materials Hard-drawn copper wire 
Headsets ARRL Black Dacron line 
Kamtronics TNC’s W5Y| Van Gordon Baluns 


We Buy & Soll Good Used Equiptnent—All used equipment checked out prior to sale 
Free Shipping on Orders over $50, Discounts on phone orders 


We Accept Visa, Master Card or Discover Carde 
Cash or Certified Check only for COD’s 


Mississippi Residents-add 7% State Sales Tax 


fornia, will support EPG’s testing mis- 
sion by providing scientific, engineer- 
ing augmentation, research, develop- 
ment, fabrication, and test and evalua- 
tion services, CSC spokesperson John 
Gulick told Newsbytes. The company 
will also be responsible for the opera- 
tion and maintenance of EPG’s test 
equipment, systems, facilities and 
ranges. 

Gulick said the work will be per- 
formed by CSC’s Systems Engineering 
Division, headquartered in Falls 
Church, Virginia, and will involve ap- 
proximately 230 scientists, engineers 
and technical support specialists. 

Teaming with CSC on the con- 
tract are Logicon R&D, Los Angeles; 
Vitro Services Corp., Fort Walton 


- Beach, Florida.; Research, Analysis, 


and Maintenance Inc., El Paso, Texas; 
Cabaco Inc., Sierra Vista, Arizona; and 
Advanced Counter Measures Systems, 
Sacramento, California. 

(19960814/Press Contact: John 
Gulick, Computer Sciences Corp., 703- 
641-2588) 


iT - haere oy Eo] 
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TOWER COMPANY, INC. 


SERVING AMATEUR RADIO FOR 20 YEARS 
1639 Old Dixie Highway 
P.O. Box 2806 FS 


Vero Beach, FL 32961-2806 
(561) 567-3423 @ Fax (561) 567-3432 


ELECTRONICS REPAIR 


KLM COMMUNICATIONS 
oe 


eo * All Home Electronics oe 


* Antiques 

* Affordable Repair 
1306 Lakeview Rd. 
Lake Wales, Fl. 33853 


(813)676-2375 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLD HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


If it worked once 
It can work again ! 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


999 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, AL 33934. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


SHRINE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 


a unit of the eke 
Florida Shrine Association 


for information contact 
Gerry Skinner, K4LVZ, [ph :(407)679-4244) 
3311 Ellwood Ct. Winter Park, Fl 32792 or 
Jerry Deutscher, KQ4UW, [ph (941)472-5130) or 
Hank Wells, W1 TNE. [phn (407)727-1371) oF 
Join us on the Shrine Net which 
meets each Sunday @ 8:30AM on 3935 KHz 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE" 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
\ -FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: 905) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


ring, “a 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, IN 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the isu 


OUR 16TH YEAR 
Mh IRCI SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUCH: 
1. Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yeesu radios, 
Authorized Kenwood Wamanty Service Center. 
. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 
Newsletters. 
. IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom 
? sare and ae seat 8 and 10 pole crystal fillers. 


3804 South U. U. - in Fort Pierces FL 34982 


BROKEN RADIOSIN §=—- [407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


164 West First Ave. 
Pierson, FL 32180 


ELECTRONICS 


800-785-6266 Sales/Service 


Tech 904-749-2042 
FAX 904-749-3147 


OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE” 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
Lauderhill, Florida 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - (305) 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - (305) 748-1560 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


_ 323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
PHONE: (904) 244-5425 

MCI MAIL: 311-3659 


September 1996 


O5T- 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS « CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 
Tel. (305) 899-0900 
Fax (305) 895-8178 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 
President 


FLORIDASKIP SPECIALTIES 


MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 

FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 


(Send request & SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 

ie Andy Clark, W4IYT 
P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


For Rent 


September 1996 


Box 2790 RR#2 
Melrose, FL 32666 


Send for price list 
K4GIT 


RADIO ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
We Specialize In Receiving and Special Purpose Tubes 


DORTHY and DON GIES 352-475-1950 
Owners Phone or Fax 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
At MAKEs 


* Specialized Design EnginceringConsmuction 
® Also Marine Electronics 


7130 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W6IYK 
(904) 764-0042 


GQ TRAVELING! 
AND THEN CALL ME FOR YOUR PLANS 
| N4LLZ 
MONTE MIGDOL (N4LLZ) IS NOW WITH 
PRESTIGE TRAVEL 
CRUISES* AIR HOTEL*TOURS*CARS 
SO CALL NOW! HOME: (954) 748-1560 =, 


Toner For Lasers 


as 


Affordable Printer Accessories 


SCOTT & GAIL CALHOUN 
12019 Uracus St. 
Orlando, FL 32837 


(407) 855-3372 
(407) 626-4154 
Fax (407) 888-3924 


Florida Army MARS members 
participated in a very comprehensive 
survey following the Grecian Firebolt 
96 (GF96) exercise in which they also 
participated. This survey not only ex- 
amines the GF96 exercise but the over- 
all impressions and opinions of the 
Army MARS members at large. This is 
the first time in my experience with 
Army MARS that such information has 
been sought and in such detail. Chief 
Army MARS, Robert Sutton, has stated 
that the response to the survey has been 
excellent and has yielded much very 
valuable information which will be used 
in planning for the future of Army 
MARS. The respondents can be proud 
of the fact that they are the pioneers in 
the development of new ideas and op- 
erational modes as well as the bulwark 
of the finest that is Army MARS today. 


It is far too early to have the full 
results of the survey since its final sub- 
mission date is 1 September 1996 and 
the completed surveys were still pour- 
ing in as of this writing. A special data 
base has been set up for the survey 
results and this will be utilized for the 
collation of the statistical data. The 
open response questions will take 
longer to analyze. 

Trends are developing already, 
however. The three top successes of 
the GF96 which should be carried for- 
ward as a permanent part of Army 
MARS operations were the same for 
an overwhelming percentage of the re- 
spondents. These three items were: 1. 
Tri-Service Concept of Operations 
document for GF96. 2. Creation of the 
Army MARS National Emergency Co- 
ordination Net and the creation of the 
Region Emergency Nets. 3. Interservice 
interoperability. These three observa- 
tions do, indeed, focus on the future 
operations of the MARS services with 
the Army MARS National Emergency 
Coordination Net already in service. 

It was interesting to me that the 
time spent as an Army MARS member 
was evenly split between those who 
have been with the program for more 
than ten years and those who have re- 
cently joined — 48% for each group. 
The other 4% were those who have 
been with the program for less than one 
year. The members who have been with 
Army MARS for a long time appear to 
be just as enthusiastic about the em- 
phasis on emergency communications 
in all of its aspects and modes as are 
the newer members. This may be sur- 

Ze 


prising to some who may have thought 
that a time gap might be present be- 
tween the two groups. 

100% of the respondents called 
for greater interservice interoperability 
and seemed impatient to open the con- 
cept quickly and completely. 

100% of the respondents recog- 
nize that emergency communications 
support is the primary mission of Army 
MARS and of all the MARS services. 
The best known mission of morale and 
welfare traffic (MARSgrams and phone 
patches) was developed to support 
American military personnel and their 
loved ones wherever they may be. This 
mission was developed, however, to 
complement the primary emergency 
mission. The morale and welfare traffic 
presented a need for the development 
of a continuously evolving traffic net- 
work and gave the Army MARS mem- 
ber practice in handling message traf- 
fic such as he/she would need to be 
able to do during emergency communi- 
cations support. 

__ What we are seeing in the sur- 
vey results is in line with comments 
made by Mr. Al Uvietta/AAA9ED, 
Army MARS Emergency Director. He 
said in part, “Our basic Army MARS 
mission is emergency communications. 
We have four primary objectives in pre- 
paring for and conducting emergency 
communications, in attending to our 
mission responsibility.” 

The four objectives that Mr. 
Uvietta cited are: 1. Install and Main- 
tain a worldwide conimunications net- 
work that will support emergency mes- 
sage relay. 2. To observe and report 
emergency related information (Essen- 
tial Elements of Information — EE] — 
reports). 3. Provide message relay sup- 
port to military, government, or civilian 


Lorraine S. Matthew, AAAQPR disaster relief agencies. 4. Maintain a 


trained membership, in sufficient num- 
bers, to provide network staffing. 


He said, further, that of the four 
primary objectives, installing and main- 
taining the required networking is the 
single most important objective. None 
of the other objectives is possible with- 
out the supporting communications 
assets. Florida Army MARS members 
with all MARS members have re- 
sponded to the call for the development 
of stations which can utilize radio (voice 
and digital), e-mail, fax, Internet trans- 
missions, and several other modes ei- 
ther in use or in development at this 
time. 


These network design criteria 
have to include assuring connectivity 
in virtually all situations. The propa- 
gation that we have experienced has 
made us all experts in the art of relaying 
messages and information when station 
A cannot make direct contact with sta- 
tion B. Alternate modes and frequen- 
cies have come into widespread use as 
well as the direct relay skills. These 
criteria also have to be designed to meet 
local-and wide area requirements. 


At this writing, Floridahas hada _ 
surprisingly peaceful summer. Be as- — 
sured, however, that Florida Army 
MARS members are ready and able to 
meet any emergency that the state or 
region might suffer. There are members 
with multi-mode capabilities and mem- 
bers with much experience with han- 
dling emergency communications. 
Newer members come in with improved 
training and are quite capable of being 
an asset to any emergency support mis- 
sion that might arise. 

Florida Army MARS members 
have met and continue to meet the four 
criteria listed above. They will keep 
Army MARS... 


Proud, Professional, and Ready, 


September 1996 4 SKIP 


September 15 
Triple States RAC, Wheeling, WV 
Ralph McDonough, K8AN 
Box 240, RR 1, Adena, OH 43901 
614-546-3930 
September 21 


Twin Lakes ARC, Mountain Home, 
AR 


Phil Waters, AB5ZU 


711 East 8th St., Mountain Home, 
AR 72653 


501-425-7406 
September 21 
Altus Area ARA, Altus, OK 
Mart Dennis, KCSNAX 
PO Box 73, Altus, OK 73521 
E-mail: DennisM@juno.com 
September 21 & 22 
MarketPro Computer Show 
Morocco Shrine Auditorium 
Jacksonville, FL 
301-984-0880 
September 22 
St. Peters ARC, St. Peters, MO 
Jay Underdown, WOOGS 
58 Judy Dr., St. Charles, MO 63301 
314-723-4200 
September 28 
Lanierland ARC, Gainesville, GA 
Jerry Adams, N4ZKO 


5434 Old Winder Hwy., Braselton, 
GA 30517 


770-967-2445 
E-mail: KE4AY@aol.com 
September 28 
Central Louisiana ARC, Alexandria, LA 
Jon Kissick, KB5NOB 
9923 Hwy 1 S, Alexandria, LA 71302 
318-487-0971 
http://www. linknet.net/CLARC 
September 28 


Cookeville Rptr. Assn. & TN Tech 
ARS, Cookeville, TN 


Rich King, KD4ABC 
615-528-7171 
E-mail: N4WS@multipro.com 
September 28-29 
Mobile ARC, Mobile, AL 
Bill Cleveland, KR4TZ 
334-661-3892 
September 28-29 
Computer Fair 
Kentucky Fair & Expo Center 
Louisville, KY 
513-263-3378 
September 28-29 
Computer Show 
Metrolina Expo Center 
Charlotte, NC 
770-907-6225 
October 5 


Warrensburg Area ARC, 
Warrensburg, MO 


Denise Haye,, NOPVZ 


612 Foster Ln., Warrensburg, MO 
64093 


816-429-5909 
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Southeastern US Hamfests & Computer Shows 


E-mail: hayekeit@2sprint.net 
October 5 
York County ARS, Rock Hill, SC 
George Trunk, AB4BG 
2129 Squire Rd., Rock Hill, SC 29730 
803-327-4344 
E-mail: larryj@cetlink.net 


http://web.infoave.net/~oldmaster/ 
k4ytz.htm 


October 5 
Temple ARC, Belton, TX 
Mike LeFan, WA5EQQ 
1802 South 13th St., Temple, TX 76504 
817-773-3590 
E-mail: mlefan@vvm.com 
October 5-6 
Computer Show 
North Atlanta Trade Center 
Norcross GA 
770-907-6225 
October 5-6 
Mississippi Coast ARA, Biloxi, MS 
B.J. Byrd, KB5CSQ 


18316 Landon Rd., Gulfport, MS 
39503 


601-832-3249 
October 11-13 


South Texas Section Convention, 
Houston (Humble), TX 


Darrell Glueck, KK5LG 


PO Box 890307, Houston, TX 
77289-0307 


713-544-4829 
October 12 
ARC of Augusta, Augusta, GA 
Richard Sturgis, KR4XN 
4547 Cox Rd., Evans, GA 30809 
706-860-3828 
October 12-13 
Computer Fair 
Heritage Hall 
Lexington KY 
513-263-3378 
October 12-13 
Mid-South ARA, Memphis, TN 
Mary Moore, AC4GF 


5140 Woods Landing Cove, 
Memphis, TN 38125 


901-758-0661 
Fax: 901-332-9245 
October 18-20 


Grove Communications Expo ’96, 
Atlanta, GA 


Larry Van Horn, NSFPW 


PO Box 98, Brasstown, NC 28902- 
0098 


704-837-9200 

E-mail: expo96@grove.net 

http://www.grove.net 
October 19 


Bristol, Kingsport, & Johnson. City 
ARCs, Gray, TN 


Wendell Messimer, K4ZHK 


175 East Highland Rd., Johnson 
City, TN 37601 


423-928-4407 
October 19-20 
Computer Show 


Von Braun Civic Center 
Huntsville AL 
707-907-6225 
October 19-20 
International Hamfiesta, El Paso, TX 
Clay Emert, KoTRW 


109 Pasodale Rd., El Paso, TX 
79907 


915-859-5502 
E-mail: cemert@dzn.com 
October 26 


Southwest Louisiana Amateur 
Repeater Club, Lake Charles, LA 


Dick Rogers, WB5TUG 
249 Frazer, Lake Charles, LA 70605 
318-474-7947 
E-mail: hotred@linknet.net 
October 26 


Gateway to Ham Radio Club & St. 
Louis ARC, St. Louis, MO 


Dennis McCarthy, AAOA 


5022 Lansdowne Ave., St. Louis, 
MO. 63109 


314-351-3568 

October 26 
Anderson Radio Club, Anderson, SC 
J. Walter Sanders, W4ZuJl 


410 Evans St., Anderson, SC 
29621-6021 


864-964-9097 . 

Fax: 864-225-0567 

October 26 
Sumter ARA, Sumter, SC 
Mike Dunlap, KC4HUT 


2763 Tindal Rd., Sumter, SC 
29150-8830 


803-481-4467 

October 26-27 
Chattanooga ARC, East Ridge, TN 
Louise Carter, KE4DGW 


107 South Bragg Ave., Lookout 
Mountain, TN 37350 ; 


423-821-4043 
November 2-3 
Alford Memorial RC, Lawrenceville, GA 
Randy Bassett, KR4NQ 


PO Box 1282, Stone Mountain, GA 
30086-1282 


770-410-3989 
E-mail: hamfest@totrbbs.radio.org 
November 2-3 


Odessa Hamfest, West Texas ARC, 
Odessa, TX 


Robert Jordan, NSRKN 

PO Box 7033, Odessa, TX 79760 
915-335-7980 
E-mail: NSRKN@aol.com 


http://www.apex2000.net/personal/ 
bb2145/swapfest.htm 


November 9 
Montgomery ARC, Montgomery, AL 
Hamfest Committee 


2141 Edinburgh Dr., Montgomery, 
AL 36116-1313 
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Survey Of Home PC Web Use 


PORT WASHINGTON, NEW 
YORK, U.S.A., 1996 JUL 2 (NB) — 
America Online (AOL), Yahoo, 
Netscape, and WebCrawler are the key 
“powerbrokers” on the World Wide 
Web today, but more specialized sites 
with smaller overall “reach” can also 
be important to advertisers due to their 
“targeted” audiences, asserted PC 
Meter’s Steve Coffey, in a discussion 
of the latest results of the PC Meter 
Sweeps. Also according to PC Meter’s 
second quarterly survey of home use 
of the Web and other online services, 
men between the ages of 18 and 54 re- 
main the biggest users of the Web, log- 
ging in an average of 3.5 hours each 
month, in contrast to just 1.5 hours per 
month for kids under 18. 


The AOL home page on the Web, 
Yahoo, Netscape and WebCrawler led 
the way among Web sites accessed by 
home users, in that order. Coffey said, 
in a recent teleconference attended by 
Newsbytes. Rounding out the top ten 
were Prodigy; Infoseek; Lycos; Excite; 
Global Network Navigator, a large 
Internet Access Provider (ISP); and the 
Compuserve home page. 


Ranking number | 1 through 20, 
respectively, were: Digital Equipment 
Corp.’s AltaVista search engine (http:/ 
/www.altavista.digital.com ); Microsoft 
Network (MSN); University of Illinois, 


Champaign-Urbana; Geocities and Cris, . 


two more ISPs; Microsoft Corp.’s home 
page on the Web; the Shareware shop- 
ping site; Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT): Magellan (http:// 
McKinley.com ); and PrimeNet, another 
ISP. 


Also among the “top 25” were: 
Webcom, also an ISP; TimeWarner’s 
Pathfinder news and information ser- 
vice; University of Michigan; c/net; 
and Carnegie Mellon University. 

As previously reported in 
Newsbytes, AOL (http://www.aol.com 
) also emerged number one in PC 
Meter’s initial survey of home use, is- 
sued in March for the first quarter of 
1996. This time around, AOL lost 6.2 
percentage points of share, and 
Compuserve dropped from seventh to 
tenth place, pointed out Coffey, who is 
VP and general manager of PC-meter, a 
division of the NPD Group. 


Prodigy’s home page (http:// 
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www.prodigy.com ), on the other hand, 
landed in the top five for the first time, 
stepping up from the sixth spot. Mean- 
while, MSN, Pathfinder, and c/net all 
rose to the “top 25” category. 

But in a “growing market” such 
as the Web, a slight diminishment in 
market share is not “a bad news thing,” 
Coffey contended during the telecon- 
ference. “The success of one site does 


' not typically come at the expense of 


another,” the VP told the press. 


In fact, he said, the success of 
some sites can actually be helpful to 
other sites, as witnessed in the “immu- 
table power” of links between highly 
trafficked home pages of the top four 
“Web powerbrokers” and other sites. 

On April 11, near the start of the 
second quarter, Coffey noted, Netscape 
(http:/;www.netscape.com ) moved from 
the use of Infoseek (http:// 
www.infoseek.com ) as its default 
search engine to “rotation” between 
four search engines: Infoseek; Lycos 
(http://www.lycos.com ); Yahoo (http:/ 
/www.yahoo.com ); and Magellan. 

During the subsequent two-and- 
a-half-week period, Lycos, Yahoo, and 
Magellan each gained over 4 points in 
market share, led by Lycos with a 4.9- 
point leap. 

Additionally, the Disney home 
page (http://www.disney.com ), brand 
new in the second quarter, ended up 
number three among PC Meter’s “top 
20 news, information, and entertainment 


sites” for the quarter. “Clearly part of — 


(Disney’s) initial success was a deal to 
drive traffic (through a link from the 
AOL home page) to Disney.com,” 
Coffey illustrated. 


Also during the second quarter, 
the search engine category picked up 
two percentage points to surpass the 
home pages of commercial online ser- 
vices as the number one category for 
overall home access. “Education” sites 
were still the most popular in the “con- 
tent provider” arena, followed by 
“news/information/entertainment.” 
Despite the continuing strong usage 
of education sites, however, several 
universities completely fell off of the 
“top 50” list. 

Coffey told the reporters and 
analysts that less highly trafficked sites 
can also be very valuable to advertis- 


ers, since their audiences can be more 
highly “targeted.” 

Also during the quarter, a pair of 
new “directory” search services — _ 
Banyan Systems’ Switchboard (http:// 
www.switchboard.com ) and c/net’s 
Search.com (http://www.search.com ) 
made it into PC Meter’s top 50. 


The VP observed that users tend 
to spend much more time at the new 
“directory” sites — typically, 10 to 15 
minutes, in contrast to four to five min- 
utes for the “average” Web site. 


Also on the metric of time, he re- 
ported, male Web users between the 
ages of 18 and 55 spent an average of 
3.5 hours each month on the Web. In ~ 
comparison, women Web users over the 
age of 55, and children under 18, each 
spent about 1.5 hours per month on the 
Web. 


Women aged 18 to 55 tended to 
spend “less time on average, but not 
substantially less” surfing the Web 
than men in the same age bracket, ac- 
cording to Coffey. 

On an overall basis, more men 
still used the Web, but the percentage 
of Web users who are male decreased 
to 61.3 percent from about 66 percent 
in the first quarter, he added. 


Web sites evidencing particular 
popularity among kids, he said, in- 
cluded the following: Disney; search 
engines; “just about every default 
home page” for commercial online ser- 
vices; and “personal home pages.” 

“In the next quarter, we will look 
at kids in further detail,” Coffey main- 
tained. PC Meter plans to issue the re- 
sults of its third quarter Sweeps in Sep- 
tember. Along the way, the company 
will “release interesting factoids as the 
news breaks,” noted the PC Meter VP. 
More information about PC Meter is 
available at http://www.npd.com on the 
Web. i 


(Jacqueline Emigh/19960602/ 
Reader Contact: NPD Group, 516-625- 
0700; Press Contacts: Leslie Singer, 
NPD Group, 516-625-2302; Jan 
Wiedrick-Kozlowski, UpStart 
Commmunications for NPD, 716-242- 
5373) 
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New RF Regulations continued from page 3 


The new regulations also will require the addition of 
five questions on RF environmental safety to the amateur 
examinations for Novice, Technician, and General-class ele- 
ments 2, 3(A) and 4(B). Sumner noted that the Commission’s 
Report and Order does not take into account the practical 
problems associated with such a significant revision to the 
volunteer-administered amateur examinations, and that more 
time than the Commission has allowed will be required to do 
a good job. 

The Commission acknowledged the updated guidelines 
generally are more stringent than the current rules but said 
that the new rules will protect the public and workers from 
strong RF emissions. Adoption of new rules by August 6 
was required by the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 

The FCC encourages the amateur community ‘’to de- 
velop and disseminate information in the form of tables, 
charts and computer analytical tools that relate such vari- 
ables as operating patterns, emission types, frequencies, 
power and distance from antennas.’’ The Commission said it 
intends to provide *’straightforward methods for amateur 
operators to determine potential exposure levels’’ by year’s 
end. 

In comments filed earlier with the FCC, the ARRL 
strongly opposed adoption of the new requirements. The 
ARRL said most Amateur Radio users do not possess the 
requisite equipment, technical skills, and/or financial re- 


sources to conduct an environmental analysis. The League - 


has, for several years, recommended a policy of ‘’prudent 
avoidance’’ of exposure to electromagnetic radiation as a 
common-sense approach to potential—but not yet proven— 
health hazards and against such practices as running high 
power to indoor antennas or to mobile antennas that might 
expose the vehicle’s occupants. The ARRL also argued that 


amateur stations, because of their intermittent operation, low - 


duty cycles, and relatively low power levels, rarely exceed 
the 1992 ANSI/IEEE standard. Finally, the ARRL noted that 
unlike other radio services, RF safety questions already are 
included in amateur license examinations. But the FCC ex- 
pressed concern that Amateur Radio operations *’are likely 
to be located in residential neighborhoods and may expose 
persons to RF fields in excess of the MPE guidelines.”’ 


For now, the League advises hams not to panic and to 
read up on the subject. You can download the complete 
Report and Order by pointing to http://www. fec.gov/Bureaus/ 
Engineering _Technology/Orders/ fcec96326.txt. Other re- 
sources are available on the ARRLWeb page at http:// 
www.arrLorg/news/rfsafety/. 

General information on RF safety is available in the 
safety sections of The 1996 ARRL Handbook and in the 15th 
edition of The ARRL Antenna Book. These materials offer 
guidelines on how to comply with the ANSI standard re- 
ferred to in the Report and Order. 


HAMBARS 


Standard classified ad - 10 cents/word, $3.00 minimum 
charge. Commercial classified ad - 15 cents/word, $5.00 minimum. 
See submission details below. 


FOR SALE - Kenwood TS830S, three filters, extra 6146 tubes, 
operating & service manuals - $500.00. Gregg M. Eberman, 
W2SDV. 2201 Brian Ave., South Daytona, FL 32119. Ph: 904- 
761-0867. 


FOR SALE - 50 ft. Rohn #25 tower - $125.00. Mosley TA-33, 
Tig array beam, 10-15-20 - $125.00. CDE Beam rotator - $125.00. 
GSRV with YK-4K Balun & coax - $50.00. Kenwood TS440S + 
power Supply - $700.00. One AL-81 1 amp - $350.00. Dentron 
Ant. Tuner MT2000R - $125.00. N.R. Webster, KB4EKE. 20 
9th St. BHR Okeechobee, FL 34974. Ph: 941-763-6350. 


TEST EQUIPMENT GARAGE SALE - Hundreds of pieces 
including HP, Tektronix, GR, Signal generators, audio to mi- 
crowave, voltmeters, power meters, oscilloscopes, etc. $25.00 
each! Quantity discounts! Bring your friends! KA4ULJ - 305- 
477-6192/Kendall. 


ESTATE SALE FOR W4IB - EZ-Way crankup tower, Mosley 
TA-33 Beam with rotator and control box, SHF Vertical an- 
tenna. Price predicated on removal. Call Kaye Binger, Tamarac, 


cd add clad 


Read all about your favorite 
modes of amateur radio 
digital communications! 


The DIGITAL JOURNAL 
is the only publication 

dedicated solely to info on 
serncise | RTTY, Packet, Pactor, G- 
;| tor, Clover, Amtor, CCW, 
“|CW and more! Rigs, 
“| computers, software, 
news and reviews are 
‘(also covered. Each 
~-*:\ month, every 32 page 
issue is chock-full of 
hints, tips, operating 
news and events to help 
you get the most out of 
this exciting aspect of amateur radio! 
Don’t miss a single issue. Get connected today! Fill out and 
mail the form below, with enclosed payment to: 

IDRA/DJ ¢ P.O. Box 2550 * Goldenrod, FL 32733-2550 
or fax to: 407-671-0194 


1 Yr (12 issues) O $32.00 1stC - U.S. /NA O DX-Air $42.00 


Name Call 
Address 
City 
State/Country 

Zip/Postal Code 
QOVISA OMC # 


Exp. Date 


Signature 


Florida Hamfest Update - September, 1996 
Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


DATE LOCATION 
Sept 14/15 | Melbourne 
NEW DATE! 


Cr he he he teed 


Melbourne Auditorium 
625 Hibiscus Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.850 
INFO: Allen, N4PTM (407) 773-9658 
New Port Richey Recreational Center on 
(Sunday only) Van Buren Ave. 
Talk-in on 145.35 & 147.15 
INFO: Ron, N9EE (813) 376-6575 
FREE! At Motorola East Parking Lot 
University & Sunrise Blvd 
Talk-in on 146.790 
INFO: Robin, N4HHP = (954) 583-3625 
Oct 5 Miami FREE! At Univ. of Miami 
(7am - noon. Raindate Oct 12) Parking lot 102 on San Amaro 
Talk-in on 146.865 
INFO: Bill, WA4TEJ via the repeater 
Bradford County Fairgrounds 
U.S. 301 north of SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
INFO: Dan, K4RVD (904) 475-2695 
19/20 West Palm Beach Expo Center @ South FL 
Fairgrounds 
SR 80 just east of U.S. 441 
Talk-in on 147.165 
INFO: Hal, N4UIT (561) 439-0805 
Port St Lucie Port St Lucie Yacht Club 
500 Prima Vista Blvd 
Talk-in on 146.955 
INFO: Rick, KO4CZ (561) 335-1738 
Sorrento Lake Amateur Radio Ass’n (Eustis) 
(New Location) East Lake Chamber of Commerce 
SR 437 (Plymouth-Sorrento Rd) 
Talk-in on 147.255 
INFO: Tony, KE4NLG (352) 360-1380 
Titusville Fox Lake Park 
Harrison St west to the park 
Talk-in on 146.910/146.970 
INFO: Clyde, K4EOS = (407) 267-9375 
Florida Expo Park 
I-4 & US 301 
Talk-in on 146.940 
INFO: Jean Endicot (813) 525-5178 
Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg 
on US 441 1.5 mi north of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.195 
INFO: Al, AD4RZ 
Booster Stadium 
N 36th Ave 1 mile N of SR 40 
» Talk-in on 146.970 
INFO: Mario, N4TSV = (352) 245-9514 
Lake City FL Sports Hall of Fame 
I-75 exit 82 to US 90 west 
Talk-in on 145.490 
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Oct 19 Starke 


(941) 467-0516 


INFO: Colen, WASRKR__ (904) 755-7969 


4/5 City of Palms Hamfest 
Fort Myers Shriners Mosque 
2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US 41 
Talk-in on 147.345 


INFO: Dale, KD4UAD = (941) 275-8360 


26 


11/12 Sarasota 


Robards Sports Arena 
3000 Fruitville Rd 
Talk-in on 146.910 & 444.925 
INFO: Sam, KE4BXF (813) 922-459 
Crystal River Crystal River Armory 
Talk-on on 146.955 
INFO: Bill, KO4ZA (904) 382-5755 
Pinellas Park Benefit Boy’s & Girl’s Club 
7790 61st St North 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Mike, KC4TEX (813) 823-425 
Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 or 146.925 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR (305) 642-41 
Arcadia Desoto County Fairgrounds 
US 17, 1/2 mi south of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.075 
INFO: Doug, KN4YT (941) 494-507¢ 
Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 
INFO: Bill, WA4YRN = (904) 476-8537 
Orlando Central Florida Fairgrounds 
4300 W. Colonial Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Ken, KD4JQR (407) 961-2465 
VFW Hall in Spring Hill 
Talk-in on 146.715 
“INFO: Lee, WA8YMV (352) 799-163H 
At 3339 Allen Rd. 
Talk-in on 145.190 
INFO: Phinney, WB4UMT (813) 788-1344 
15/16 Ft. Walton Beach Okaloosa County Fairground 
1958 Lewis Turner Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.790 
INFO: Bud (10-7 CST) (904) 243-2404 
FREE! At Martin County Fairgrounds 
A1A south of Stuart 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Andy, W8BIX (561) 225-5122 
National Guard Armory | 
on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring 
Talk-in on 147.270/145.330 
INFO: George, KD4WDX (941) 382-4861 
29 Fanning Springs Livestock Pavillion Fairgrounds 
SR 26 & US 19 
Talk-in on ?? 
INFO: Glenda, K4KRU (904) 542-3034 


Pensacola 


Brooksville 


Zephyrhills 


22 Stuart 


22 Sebring 
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HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO 


CALL FOR INFO! 


Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL Army MARS Call: 


AAT4RV 


Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 


33455 
E-Mail: kb4vol@juno.com 
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VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! LOTS OF HAM INFO PLUS THE 
MONTHLY LISTS! 


http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 
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September 1996 @ SKIP 


Florida Skip Bookstop 


SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
INFORMATION 


Shipping and handling is $2 for the first item, $1 foreach 
additional item, except where noted. Books are shipped via 
book rate mail. For UPS delivery (US only) add $3 and be 
sure to include a street address (UPS cannot deliver to post 
office boxes. Foreign orders are normally sent via surface 
mail which takes 8-10 weeks. If you wish airmail delivery 
add $8 to your order. 
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ELI'S AMATEUR RADIO 
ICOM YAESU SG230 SMARTUNER 


@ ALL MAJOR BRANDS NEW & USED 4 RADIOS 
¢ ANTENNAS @ ACCESSORIES # BOOKS 


7 DAYS A WEEK 


LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES 
CREDIT CARDS WELCOMED SE HABLA ESPANOL WE EXPORT 
sheath 1-800-780-0103 od eg 


(954) | (305) 
525-0103 1/2 Block South of Route 84 944-3383 


2513 SOUTHWEST 9th AVENUE - FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 
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Melbourne, FL 32935 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


